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Reading Skills 

This pack covers key reading skills to help with exam practice.    

This booklet contains:   

• Suggested teaching order 

• Learning objectives for each session 

• Questions or activities that tutors could use in their sessions  

 

Suggested Teaching Order and Learning Objectives 

Lesson Focus Learning Objectives  
1 Facts and Opinions To understand the differences between fact and 

opinion and be able to identify these in a piece of 
text. 
 

2 Text Organisation To understand how different texts are organised and 
apply this to your own writing. 

3 Dictionary Skills To be able to use a dictionary quickly and efficiently 
to identify the meaning behind key words. 

4 Skim, Scan and 
Close Reading 

To understand the difference between skim, scan and 
close reading and apply this to a whole text. 

5 Explicit and Implicit 
Meaning 

To be able to understand the difference between 
explicit and implicit meanings and be able to identify 
these in a piece of text. 
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Facts and Opinions 
 

Read Source C before tackling these questions! 

 

 

SOURCE C - Article on website FilmStudioJobs.com  
 

Does working in the film industry spark your interest?  
 

Are you seeking an exciting, varied role in the film industry? We’ve got the role 
for you!  

Our professional network of international Film Studios is seeking new 
electricians now!  

The roles are varied; you could be installing lighting on the set of a Marvel film, or rigging up 
fireworks on the set of a reality show. No day is ever the same. There’s lot of chances to 
learn new things, work with top-of-the-line equipment, and have a great time!  

Amazing Studios is seeking apprentice and experienced electricians, specialising in lighting, 
pyrotechnics and electronics. We employ more than 2,400 electricians in a range of roles 
across the world. We can make sure you have the right training to earn promotion in 2 years. 
There’s even the chance to travel and work in one of our other film studios abroad if you 
want. About 40% of our work is on location around the world, so there’s plenty of exciting 
travel too.  

What do we want?  

• We want candidates who have completed their NCQ apprenticeships and are ready 
for their first role. We are also interested in experienced electricians with at least 5 
years of work and the ability to manage a team.  

• You must be prepared to work long hours and on any day of the week, but you’ll also 
have time off between shoots.  

• Driving license essential.  
• You will need a clear criminal record and the ability to obtain working visas in all Eu-

ropean countries.  

If you’d like to know more, drop us an email! electricians@AmazingStudios.com.  

Amazing Studios is a brilliant place to work, where everyone feels welcome. We are an 
equal opportunity employer and do not discriminate on the basis of age, gender, sexuality or 
ability.  
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WORKSHEET 

Are the following statements from Source C facts or opinions? Tick the 
relevant box.  

 

 Statement Fact Opinion 
1 Working in the film industry 

is exciting and varied.  
  

2 Amazing Film Studios is 
seeking new electricians 
now.  

  

3 There are chances to learn 
new things.  

  

4 Working at the studios, 
you’ll have a great time.  

  

5 Jobs are available for 
apprentice and experienced 
technicians.  

  

6 There are opportunities for 
travel. 
  

  

7 You can’t work at Amazing 
Studios if you have a 
criminal record.  

  

8 Amazing Studios is a really 
exciting place to work.  
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Often writers and speakers try to state their opinion as a fact. Can you 
finish these opinions to make them appear like facts? Use some of the 
facts above, or information from Source C to help you!  

 

I honestly believe that… you’ll get the best work experience with 
Amazing Studios.  

9. Everyone knows… 

……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

10.  It’s clear that… 
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 11. No one could argue… 

……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 12. It’s obvious that… 

……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

Text Organisation 
Text organisation helps your reader understand your text more easily, by breaking it up 
into pieces and labelling each piece clearly.  

 

When reading newspapers, magazines and brochures, people tend to pick and choose 
which pieces to read, rather than reading everything from start to finish. Using headings, 
sub-headings and straplines help them to find the parts most interesting to them!  

 

PLANNING 

You’ve been asked to write a short profile of someone you admire, for a magazine aimed 
at teenagers in the UK.  

 

PLAN your article, then write it on the next page.  

 

Who will I write about and why?  
 
 

Catchy heading (1-4 words) 

Strapline (1-2 sentences, introducing the person and explaining why they 
deserve to be admired) 
 
 

 

Section Sub-heading Ideas 

1 
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 
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headline 

strapline 

Sub-heading 1 Sub-heading 2 

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 2 

Sub-heading 3 Sub-heading 4 

Paragraph 3 Paragraph 4 
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Dictionary Skills 
Use a dictionary to complete these activities. 

 

Word Sentence Definition 
1. Bat She batted away the 

complaints, and 
continued to march 
down the road.  

 

2. Desert Deserting your friends 
on a night out is really 
selfish.  

 

3. Register Staring at the mirror, he 
didn’t register the 
importance of the open 
window behind him.  

 

4. Refuse Piles and piles of refuse 
were stacked around the 
skip.  

 

5. Cool It’s been a while since 
you called, he said 
coolly.  

 

6. Puzzling The crime was very 
puzzling, said the 
inspector.  

 

7. Green It’s his first mission on a 
submarine, so he’s still 
quite green.  
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Skim, Scan and Close Reading 

 

Individual Task – Skim, Scan and Close Reading 

Please complete the following tasks: 

 

What does ‘skim’ mean?  

Reading in detail          

Reading to get the gist        

Reading to look for specific information     

 

What does ‘scan’ mean? 

Reading in detail          

Reading to get the gist      

Reading to look for specific information    

 

What does ‘close reading’ mean? 

Reading in detail           

Reading to get the gist      

Reading to look for specific information    
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Individual Task – Skim, Scan and Close Reading 

Please complete the following tasks: 

 

When and where would you need to: 

 

Skim read:  

Definition in the dictionary for a word    

A novel for an exam       

A newspaper article for entertainment   

 

Scan read: 

Definition in the dictionary for a task    

A novel for an exam       

A newspaper article for entertainment     

 

Close read: 

Definition in the dictionary for a task    

A novel for an exam       

A newspaper article for entertainment  

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

Skim, Scan and Close Reading 
 

What does ‘skim’ mean? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What does ‘scan’ mean? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What does ‘close reading’ mean? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

When and where would you need to: Skim read:  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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When and where would you need to: Scan read:  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

When and where would you need to: Close read:  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Close Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question Time 

Using the techniques of skim, scan and close reading answer the following questions: 

1.  1.What type of article is this? 

 

Recipe   Film Review    Agony Aunt Column 

 

2. Who were the actors in the picture? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. When was the movie released? 

    2012  1992   2002 

4. Which novel was this movie adapted from? 

Of Mice and Men                   To Kill a Mockingbird               The Wettest Country  

                                                                                                   in the World  
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5. Who directed this movie?  

Tom Hardy   John Hillcoat    Guy Pearce 

6. What is the surname of the ‘infamous brothers’? 

Benson  Bauer                Bondurant 

7. What quote is used from this move in this article? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. Write down one verb from this text: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. Write down one adjective describing the brothers from this text: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

10. Write down one opinion about an actor from this text: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Explicit & Implicit Meaning 
Read Source A before tackling these questions! 

 

SOURCE A – fact sheet about careers in 
the building industry 
Your duties 

Professional electricians use their skills to build and 
repair a wide range of systems. Electricians normally 
work in homes, offices and factories.  

Some duties are:  

• Wiring power sockets and lighting in houses 
• Connecting thermostats and alarm systems 
• Testing wiring for safety 
• Testing and maintaining machinery and appli-

ances 

Where will you work?  

• Electricians visit family homes to repair and install new systems.  
• They also work on building sites, building new homes and offices.  
• Some electricians work regular office hours (eg. 9am – 5pm). Others work out of reg-

ular hours – for example, on the weekend, or even late at night. Therefore most elec-
tricians need a driving license and a vehicle.  

 
IS THIS CAREER RIGHT FOR ME?  

• Experienced electricians earn £33,000 per year on average. However it’s possible to 
earn a lot more if you are skilled and highly motivated.  

• If you’re driven and ambitious, you can break free and run your own business.  
• If you love puzzling away and getting your hands dirty, this could be your sweet spot.  

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

You must be fully qualified to work as an electrician. Most electricians compete an 
apprenticeship; a mixture of on-the-job training and College courses. Some example 
qualifications are:  

• Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Electrical Maintenance 
• Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Installing Systems and Equipment 

Many electrical companies require their staff to have a clean criminal record.  

Image: Western Area Power Admin 
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1. Identify one thing electricians do, according to Source A.  
 

……………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………….…………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Re-read the following lines.  

 

Professional electricians use their skills to build and repair a wide 
range of systems. Electricians normally work in homes, offices and 
factories.  

 

2. How does this make the job of electrician seem?  
 

……………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………….…………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Re-read the section ‘Is this career right for me?’ 

 

3. Choose one word or phrase which makes the career or electrician 
seem positive. Explain your choice.  

 

……………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………….…………………………………………………………………… 
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Re-read the following lines.  

If you’re driven and ambitious, you can break free and run your 
own business.  

 

4. What does the extract imply about running your own business? Ex-
plain, choosing a word or phrase as evidence.  

……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………….………………… 

 

5. Identify two requirements for people who want to be electricians.  
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………….…………………………………….……………………………… 

 

6. Do electricians always work 9am to 5pm?  
……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………….………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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7. Which of these questions asked you for EXPLICIT  vs IMPLICIT infor-
mation? 

 

 Explicit Implicit 
1   
2   
3   
4   
5   
6   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


