
 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher 
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE: 

MACBETH 

 

TEACHER GUIDE & 

STUDENT WORKSHEETS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This booklet is a companion to the online curriculum available at 
www.yourfavouriteteacher.com. 

It includes the content from the  
‘Macbeth’ course.  

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher 
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

Macbeth 

This pack covers context, plot outline, character and theme analysis, together with some 
exam style questions and answers.   

This booklet contains:   

• Suggested teaching order 

• Learning objectives for each session 

• Questions or activities that tutors could use in their sessions  

 

Suggested Teaching Order and Learning Objectives 

Lesson Focus Learning Objectives  
1 Plot Overview: Acts 

1-3 
 To be able to understand the plot of Macbeth and its 
nature as a History. 

2 Plot Overview: Acts 
4-5 

To be able to understand the plot of Macbeth and 
how it relates to its context. 

3 Macbeth To be able to understand how the character of 
Macbeth relates to key themes of the play.   

4 Lady Macbeth To be able to understand how Lady Macbeth’s 
character subverts expectations of women during 
Elizabethan times.  

5 The Witches To be able to explain how the Witches propel the 
narrative of Macbeth forward and establish moral 
dilemmas for the characters.  
To be able to analyse the effects of structure within 
Macbeth.  

6 Minor Characters To be able to use textual references to illustrate 
interpretations based around minor characters 

7 Theme: Supernatural To be able to explain how contextual beliefs in the 
Supernatural are reflected in the plot of Macbeth. 
 

8 Theme: Ambition To be able to explain how the theme of ambition is 
represented in the plot of Macbeth. 

9 Theme: Appearance 
vs Reality 

To be able to explain how Macbeth explores the 
theme of appearance vs reality. 

10 Theme: Guilt To be able to explain how the theme of guilt is 
represented within Macbeth. 
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Lesson Lesson Focus Questions 

1 Plot Overview: Acts 1-3 • Why does the play begin with the Witches? How does this prepare the 
audience for the main story?  

• How do Macbeth and Banquo each respond to the prophecies? What 
hints does this give us about the future? 

• What are your impressions of Lady Macbeth? How would a Jacobean 
audience have looked at her character?  

• When does Lady Macbeth begin to show guilt for her actions?  
 

2 Plot Overview: Acts 4-5 • Why does Macbeth return to the Witches?  
• How has Macbeth’s character changed by Act 4, compared to Acts 1 

and 2?  
• How has Lady Macbeth changed in Act 5? How do you think the audi-

ence is positioned to respond to her?  
•  How does the character of Macbeth contrast with the character of 

Macduff?  
 

3 Macbeth • At the beginning of the play Macbeth is reluctant to kill the king. How 
is he encouraged/persuaded by his wife?  

• Macbeth is described as brave and bold, yet his wife dominates him. 
How would the Jacobean audience have responded to this?  

• What similarities does this hold with the book of Genesis?  
• How does the audience feel about Macbeth’s bravery and ambition?  
• Is Macbeth religious or superstitious? Why does he listen too, and 

seek out, the Witches’ prophecies? 
 

4 Lady Macbeth • Lady Macbeth is an unusually bold and assertive woman for her time. 
Can you find some examples of her bold, assertive behaviour?  

• Can you give an example of her brutality/ruthlessness?  
• Even though she was eager to murder, Lady Macbeth’s behaviour 

changes immediately after the murder. What emotions is she feeling?  
 

5 The Witches • How do the witches look? Why has Shakespeare made these choices?  
• What did the Jacobeans think of witches?  
• Some people argue that Shakespeare used the witches as a structural 

device. Can you explain?  
• How does Banquo feel about the witches?  
• Why does Macbeth go back to the witches?  

 
6 Minor Characters: 

Malcolm and Donalbain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Macduff 
 
 
 
 
Banquo 

• Why would Macbeth target Malcolm?  
• Can you relate this to the Great Chain of Being?  
• Does Malcolm seem like someone the audience should respect and 

admire? Why/why not?  
• How do his leadership qualities change as the play progresses?  
• Why does Donalbain flee the country in Act 2?  
• How does Donalbain’s distrust foreshadow future events?  

 
• Macbeth and Macduff are both highly ambitious; most audiences 

would say that Macbeth’s ambition is evil but Macduff is essentially 
good. How does their ambitions differ?  

• Does Macduff value his country or family more? Why?  
 

• Why is Banquo so skeptical about the witches and their prophecies?  
• When Banquo is attacked, he tells his son Fleance to flee rather than 

help him. Why? How does this reveal his character?  
• Who does Banquo show loyalty to during the play? Explain.  
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Lesson Lesson Focus Questions 

6 Minor Characters: 
Duncan 

• What were Jacobean attitudes towards kings and queens?  
• Does Shakespeare present Duncan as a good ruler or a poor one? Why do 

you think he made that choice?  
 

7 Theme: 
Supernatural 

• Do you think the witches ‘saw the future’ and told Macbeth about their vi-
sions truthfully? Or do you think the witches may have made prophecies in 
order to shape Macbeth’s actions?  

• How would the audience feel about Macbeth listening so closely to the 
prophecies?  

• How does Lady Macbeth interpret the prophecies? Why does she call upon 
supernatural forces?  
 

8 Theme: Ambition • Macbeth is ambitious to claim the throne. What is Lady Macbeth ambitious 
for exactly?  

• Is Macbeth shown as happy when he achieves his ambition of becoming 
king? Why/why not?  

• Are there characters which are presented as both ambitious and good? Ex-
plain.  
 

9 Theme: 
Appearance vs 
Reality 

• The witches use lots of oxymorons such as ‘fair is foul and foul is fair’. Why 
do you think this is?  

• Lady Macbeth advises Macbeth to ‘look like the innocent flow, but be the 
serpent under it’. What does she mean by this?  

• Macbeth is sneaky and lies about Duncan’s death. How does this shape the 
audience’s response to him?  

• Who in the play is too trusting of appearances, and who is suspicious?  
 

10 Theme: Guilt •  Macbeth and Banquo show no guilt for the people they kill during the war, 
and yet Macbeth shows guilt for killing the king. What’s the difference?  

• Why does Macbeth hallucinate, seeing the dagger and Banquo’s ghost? 
Why not the King’s ghost?  

• How does Lady Macbeth show her feelings of guilt as the play progresses? 
Does showing guilt make her a good or bad person?  
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Plot & Context Worksheets 
Sum up each act in no more than 5 bullet points. List which main characters appear. 

Act  Summary Characters 

 
 

1 
 
 

  

 
 

2 
 

 

  

 
 
 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

4 
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5 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
Create a list/mindmap of the different contextual links you can make to the play. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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Macbeth Worksheet 
 

Explain the meaning of each quote in your own words. 

 

 

1. "Stars, hide your fires! Let not light see my black and deep desires." Act 1, Scene 4 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 

2. "I have no spur to prick the sides of my intent, but only vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps 
itself and falls on the other." Act 1, Scene 7 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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3. "Is this a dagger which I see before me, the handle toward my hand? Come, let me 
clutch thee; I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible 
to feeling as to sight? Or art thou but a dagger of the mind, a false creation, pro-
ceeding from the heat-oppressed brain? I see thee yet, in form as palpable as this 
which now I draw." Act 2, Scene 1  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 

4. "I am in blood stepp'd in so far, that, should I wade no more, returning were as te-
dious as go o'er." Act 3, Scene 4  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 

5. "Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow creeps in this petty pace from day to day 
to the last syllable of recorded time; And all our yesterdays have lighted fools the 
way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle! Life's but a walking shadow, a poor 
player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage, and then is heard no more. It is 
a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing." Act 5, Scene 5 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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Lady Macbeth Worksheet 
 

 

1. How would you describe Lady Macbeth? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
2. What is her relationship like with Macbeth? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 

3. Do you think Lady Macbeth is more ambitious than Macbeth? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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The Witches Worksheet 
 

1. What do you think is the most important quote from the witches?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 

2. Who do you think is to blame for the treachery caused in the play? The witches or 
Macbeth? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 

3. How do you think a Jacobean audience would have reacted to the witches? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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Minor Characters Worksheet 
 

 

2. Who do you think is the most important minor character in the play?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 

3. Which minor character best represents the theme of violence? Why? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 
 

4. Which minor character best represents the theme of the loyaty? Why? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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The Supernatural in Macbeth 
 

 

3. In what way does Lady Macbeth play a role in the supernatural?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 

2. How is Macbeth affected by the supernatural? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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Ambition in Macbeth 
 

 

4. How does Macbeth’s ambition change throughout the course of the play?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 

2. How does Lady Macbeth’s ambition change throughout the course of the play? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher 
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

 

Appearance VS Reality  
 

 

5. How does Macbeth represent the theme of appearance vs reality?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 

2. How does Lady Macbeth represent the theme of appearance vs reality?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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Guilt in Macbeth 
 

 

1. How does Macbeth represent the theme of guilt?  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 
 

2. How does Lady Macbeth represent the theme of guilt? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………….……………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………….…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………….……………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 
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Exam Style Question 

 

Read the following extract from Act 3, Scene 4 and then answer the 
question that follows. 
 
At this point in the play Lady Macbeth and Macbeth are speaking to 
each other while they are entertaining guests at a banquet. Macbeth 
believes he can see the ghost of Banquo. 

 

 
 
Starting with this extract, explain how far you think Shakespeare 
presents Macbeth as a man who is in control. Write about: 
 
• How Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this extract. 
• How Shakespeare presents Macbeth in the play as a whole 
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Level 7/8 paragraph: 
 
Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a man who initially has control as 
seen in this extract. He is opposing Lady Macbeth, who is portrayed as 
a strong matriarchal, manipulative figure, and resisting her taunting. 
“Why, what care I?” this rhetorical question highlights Macbeth’s lack of 
concern for the overbearing Lady Macbeth which outlines his feelings of 
confidence and superiority over women. Such displays reference the 
patriarchal standards of the Jacobean era when Macbeth was set, a time 
when men were in control and even more so, titled men, like Macbeth 
who was thane of Cawdor and Glamis. Therefore, Shakespeare uses 
Macbeth to represent the patriarchy, the ultimate symbol of control, 
and so, in this instance, he presents Macbeth as man who is in control 
through the manner he treats his wife. 
 
Level 5 paragraph: 
 
Shakespeare presents Macbeth to be a man in control. For example, 
Macbeth says he is a “bold” man who “dare look upon that which 
might appal the Devil”. The hyperbole used here builds up Macbeth’s 
masculinity and his strength/superiority as a man. Men in the past often 
had more power than the women. So, in this scene, Shakespeare is 
showing Macbeth as in control by pointing out the difference in power 
and authority between him and Lady Macbeth, a woman with less 
control over her life. 

 


