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Jekyll & Hyde 

This pack covers context, plot outline, character and theme analysis, together with some 
exam style questions and answers.   

This booklet contains:   

• Suggested teaching order 

• Learning objectives for each session 

• Questions or activities that tutors could use in their sessions  

 

Suggested Teaching Order and Learning Objectives 

Lesson Lesson Focus Learning Objective 
1  Plot+Context To walk through chapter by chapter and ensure you know the 

plot of the novella, 
To learn about Stevenson’s life and the Victorian Era 

2 Plot + Context To develop your understanding of the story and how it fits into 
the gothic genre 

3 The character of Dr 
Jekyll 

To understand the way Stevenson has portrayed the character of 
Dr Jekyll through his use of language, form and structure 
To be able to develop an informed critical response to the 
character with textual references 

4 The Character of 
Mr. Utterson 

To understand the way Stevenson has portrayed the character of 
Mr Utterson through his use of language, form and structure 
To be able to develop an informed critical response to the 
character with textual references 

5 The Character of 
Mr. Hyde 

To understand the way Stevenson has portrayed the character of 
Mr Hyde through his use of language, form and structure 
To be able to develop an informed critical response to the 
character with textual references 

6 Minor Characters To understand the way Stevenson has portrayed the characters of 
Dr Lanyon, Poole, Sir Danvers Carew and Mr Enfield and their 
significance in the novella. 
 

7 Theme: Dualism 
and the Nature of 
Man  
 

To develop our analysis of ‘dualism and the nature’ of man both 
in the story and contextually. To identify and discuss how its 
significance is portrayed throughout. 

8 Theme: Science vs 
Religion 

To develop our analysis of ‘science vs religion’ both in the story 
and contextually. To identify and discuss how its significance is 
portrayed throughout. 

9 Theme: Reputation  To develop our analysis of ‘reputation’ both in the story and 
contextually. To identify and discuss how its significance is 
portrayed throughout. 

10 Minor Themes and 
Motifs 

To develop our analysis of the minor themes in the novella. To 
identify and discuss various motifs and their significance. 
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Suggested Questions for Discussion and/or Activities  

Lesson Lesson Focus Key Questions 

1-2 Jekyll and Hyde 
Plot + Context 

• What was London like during the Victorian era? 
• What were the key characteristics of the Victorian era? 
• What was Britain’s position in the world during the 1900’s 
• What was the importance of religion during the Victorian era? 
• Why was reputation and being a ‘gentleman’ important at that time? 
• Who are the three main narrators of the story? 
• What were the 5 most important events in the story? 

3 
The character of 
Dr Jekyll+ 
Assessment 1 

• What do we learn of Jekyll’s family background and early career? 
•  In what way was Jekyll living a double life? 
• How were Jekyll’s experiments viewed by his peers and how would they 

be viewed by a typical, conservative, Christian Victorian? 
• Why did Jekyll commit suicide? 
• How would the Victorian reader react to his suicide? 
• Explore how Jekyll represents duality in the novel.  

ASSESSMENT 
• What is the examiner looking for?  
• What sorts of common mistakes are made, and how can I avoid them? 

4 
The character of 
Mr Hyde + 
Assessment 2 

• How is Hyde described throughout the novel? 
• How is Hyde shown to be a violent character? 
• What does Hyde’s apartment reveal about his character? 
• How does Hyde feel about Jekyll? 
• Why is Hyde younger, smaller and more energetic than Jekyll? 
• How does Jekyll feel about Hyde? 

ASSESSMENT 
• What is the examiner looking for?  
• What sorts of common mistakes are made, and how can I avoid them? 

5 The Character of 
Mr Utterson + 
Assessment 3 

• What do learn about Utterson’s appearance and personality? 
• Why does Utterson dislike Mr Hyde? 
• Why is Mr Utterson considered lovable? 
• Why is Mr Utterson a popular dinner guest? 
• How does Utterson feel about Enfield? 
• How does Mr Utterson discover the truth about Hyde and bring about his 

destruction?  
ASSESSMENT 

• What is the examiner looking for?  
• What sorts of common mistakes are made, and how can I avoid them? 
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6 Jekyll and Hyde 
Minor 
Characters + 
Assessment 4 

• What is the role of Poole in the novella? 
• How does Enfield help the reader understand more about Hyde? 
• What is the importance of Sir Danvers Carew in the novella? 
• What is Dr Lanyon’s relationship with Dr Jekyll? 
• What happens to Dr Lanyon in the story? 

ASSESSMENT 
• What is the examiner looking for?  
• What sorts of common mistakes are made, and how can I avoid them? 

7 Dualism and the 
Nature of Man 

• What is the meaning of duality? 
• How is duality shown in the novel? 
• How is duality explored through the homes of Jekyll and Hyde? 
• What is Jekyll’s attitude towards the duality of human nature? 
•  What did the psychologist Sigmund Freud say about the conscious and 

unconscious mind? 
• How is duality expressed in the conflict between evolutionists and Chris-

tians during the Victorian era? 
8 Science Vs 

Religion 
• Why were Victorians shocked by the idea of people being able to create 

life? 
• Which characters in the novella are strongly associated with ‘science’? 
• Is science presented in a positive or negative way in the novella? 
• How did Victorians react to Darwin’s ‘Origin of the Species’?  
• How is Hyde associated with the Christian concept of evil? 
• Which character is most associated with religion? 

9 Reputation • Why is having a good reputation so important in the novel? 
• Why was Dr Jekyll so pleased that Hyde’s appearance was so different to 

his own? 
• Why did Dr Jekyll feel oppressed by Victorian society? 
• What is the novella’s message about ‘hidden desires’? 
• What does Mr Utterson believe Mr Hyde is trying to do to Dr Jekyll and 

why? 
• Which character has the best reputation and why?  
• What was Mr Hyde’s reputation? 

10 Minor Themes 
and Motifs 

• How is violence shown as a theme in the story? 
• How does violence link to reputation? 
• Why do characters often remain silent over certain distasteful subjects in 

the story? 
• Which characters are linked to secrets and why? 
• What is the significance of locked doors and windows in the novella? 
• How is London’s East End presented in the novella?  
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Lesson 1 plot worksheet 

 

Briefly explain the key events for each chapter: 

Chapter 1 – The Story of the Door 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 2 – Search for Mr Hyde 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 3 – Dr Jekyll was Quite at Ease 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 4 – The Carew Murder Case 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 5.- Incident of the Letter 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Chapter 6 – Remarkable Incident of Dr Lanyon 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 7 – Incident at the Window 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 8 – The Last Night 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 9 – Dr Lanyon’s Narrative 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Chapter 10 – Henry Jekyll’s Full Statement of the Case 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Author Worksheet 
1. What kind of an upbringing did Stevenson have? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
… 

2. What ideas influenced Stevenson’s writing and how? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What message does he convey in Jekyll and Hyde? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Context worksheet 

1. What influenced Stevenson to write about themes of Science and 
Religion? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. What message is Stevenson trying to get across with the idea of 
duality? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. What issues did London face during the Victorian Era? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

4. Why did Stevenson choose to discuss reputation in his novel?    

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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The Character of Doctor Jekyll  

1. How would you describe Dr Jekyll’s appearance? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Do you feel sympathy for Dr Jekyll? Explain your answer. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. To what extent is Dr Jekyll in charge of Mr Hyde? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4. How are Jekyll’s views regarding reputation presented in the novel? Are they 
reflective of the time period of the novel? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Mr Utterson Worksheet 

1. How does Stevenson convey Mr Utterson’s sense of loyalty? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………….………………………………………………………… 
 

2. How does Mr Utterson represent Victorian society? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3. Why is Mr Utterson considered the ideal gentleman? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4. How does Mr Utterson compare to Mr Enfield? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. How is Utterson’s repression different to that of Jekyll’s? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Mr Hyde Worksheet 
 

1. How would you describe Mr Hyde’s appearance? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………….………………………………………………………… 
 

2. How is he presented as an outsider? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

3. How does Stevenson present Hyde as evil and violent? Use examples from the 
novella. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4. Using context clues, analyse why Hyde would be cast out of polite society? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Minor Characters 

What is the character’s main purpose? 

Sir Danvers 
Carew 

 

Poole  

Mr Enfield  

Dr Lanyon  

 

Who do you think is the most important minor character? Explain your 
answer.  

……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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DUALISM & NATURE OF MAN  

1. What is the meaning of duality? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………….……………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What is Stevenson trying to convey with the theme of duality? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………….……………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………….……………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. How is duality represented in the novel? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………….……………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………….……………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Science Vs Religion 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

SCIENCE 

The Victorian Era bought about incredible scientific advances, with the Industrial 
Revolution just gone, and the birth of Darwinism, humanity was making leaps and 
bounds in the field of inventions both technological and scientific. This worried 
many people due to the lack of populace in the secular sector of society. The vastly 
religious, Evangelical Christians completely disagreed with the idea of human life 
having the ability to be formed in a lab, as opposed to by a will of God.  

Dr Lanyon and Mr Enfield are perfect examples of this argument. Dr Lanyon is a 
man of rational and science; his beliefs are rooted in material manifestations of all 
things provable. On the other hand, we have Mr Enfield, who proceeds to compare 
Hyde to Satan, even though he is completely unaware of his origin. However, it is 
fair to assume that Mr Enfield would be solidified in his opinion had he known the 
true origin of Mr Hyde.  

Funnily enough, the sheer existence of Mr Hyde can be deduced from the 
repression and demanded decency internalised by Jekyll from societal and 
therefore religious expectations at the time. Stevenson presented science as equally 
dangerous and mysterious throughout the novel, by cloaking Mr Hyde (the product 
of scientific experiments) in suspense and enigmatic characteristics.  

 

RELIGION 

Victorian society was generally more inclined to believe in the existence of God, 
angels, the devil, ghosts, demons and all supernatural beings alike, more so than 
the fact that humans developed through evolution- with evidence. This led to the 
demonization of science altogether, with works such as “On the Origin of Species” 
by Charles Darwin being deemed blasphemous due to the fact that they denied 
God’s ability to created the entirety of the universe within 7 days, as outlined by the 
Bible. 

The view is presented in the novel by Stevenson with the utilisation of other 
characters’ attitudes towards Hyde, as well as the potential for the audience to 
assert a similar abhorrence and dislike towards Mr Hyde. Such attitudes are said to 
mirror the attitudes of the God-fearing, Evangelical Christians of the Victorian Era. 
Dr Lanyon yet again illustrates a very good example of said attitude, not particularly 
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because he is of a religious persuasion, but more so with his general disgust 
towards Mr Hyde, and the idea that the sheer existence of such monstrosity goes 
against everything he knows to be scientifically true, or religiously possible.  

A torn attitude between scientific interest and religious belief is perfectly 
highlighted by our protagonist Dr Jekyll. He is a man dedicated to scientific 
discover and yet, still devoted to religion (even if only superficially, and in order to 
keep up good appearances) and after all, it is Christian values which eventually lead 
him to a downward spiral of sin. Jekyll’s vices include green and overindulgence, 
which combined with his ability to create an evil version of himself lead to his very 
own demise.  

QUESTIONS 

1. How was religion perceived by Victorian society? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What were Stevenson’s thoughts about science? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What language devices does he use to demonstrate this? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4. Which 5 quotes best highlight this theme in the novella? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Reputation  

1. Which character has the best reputation? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. Why is having a good reputation so important in the novel? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Why does Dr Jekyll choose to transform into Mr Hyde? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Which 3 quotes best represent the importance of reputation in the Victorian 
era? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Minor Themes and Motifs 

1. How is the theme of secrecy displayed in the novel? Briefly explain.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

2. Pick one motif in the novel, and explain how it is significant.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. Silence is another motif in the novel. Consider one way it is presented.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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GCSE English Literature Assessment – Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as a frightening out-
sider?               

Write about:                                                                                                                                                                
-How Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract                                                                                                      
-How Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a frightening outside in the novel as a whole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 - In this extract, Mr Utterson has just met Mr Hyde for the first time.  

"We have common friends," said Mr. Utterson.  

    "Common friends," echoed Mr. Hyde, a little hoarsely. "Who are they?"  

    "Jekyll, for instance," said the lawyer.  

    "He never told you," cried Mr. Hyde, with a flush of anger. "I did not think you would have lied."  

    "Come," said Mr. Utterson, "that is not fitting language."  

    The other snarled aloud into a savage laugh; and the next moment, with extraordinary quickness, he 
had unlocked the door and disappeared into the house.  

    The lawyer stood awhile when Mr. Hyde had left him, the picture of disquietude. Then he began slowly 
to mount the street, pausing every step or two and putting his hand to his brow like a man in mental per-
plexity. The problem he was thus debating as he walked, was one of a class that is rarely solved. Mr. Hyde 
was pale and dwarfish, he gave an impression of deformity without any nameable malformation, he had a 
displeasing smile, he had borne himself to the lawyer with a sort of murderous mixture of timidity and 
boldness, and he spoke with a husky, whispering and somewhat broken voice; all these were points 
against him, but not all of these together could explain the hitherto unknown disgust, loathing and fear 
with which Mr. Utterson regarded him. "There must be something else," said the perplexed gentleman. 
"There is something more, if I could find a name for it. God bless me, the man seems hardly human! 
Something troglodytic, shall we say? or can it be the old story of Dr. Fell? or is it the mere radience of a 
foul soul that thus transpires through, and transfigures, its clay continent? The last,I think; for, O my poor 
old Harry Jekyll, if ever I read Satan's signature upon a face, it is on that of your new friend."  
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Grade 5 Example Paragraphs 

In this extract, Mr Utterson has just met Mr Hyde for the first time. You can tell that 
Hyde is a frightening outsider as Stevenson used words like ‘cried, echoed and 
snarled aloud into a savage laugh’. This implies that Mr Hyde is not a normal human 
as he snarls like an animal. This word is very emotive and zoomorphism. He could 
also be seen as a more primitive type of man which would link to Darwin’s Theory of 
Evolution and degeneration. Victorians were frightened of this theory and one 
reason for this is because they thought that people could evolve backwards and 
become almost like animals.  

It seems that Hyde is presented in a hateful and negative way. This is shown in the 
quotes ‘murderous mixture of timidity and boldness’ and ‘the man seems hardly 
human’. The first quote is an example of a paradox. These quotes reveal Hyde is 
dangerous. He is both timid and bold and that is why he is unpredictable. The writer 
also uses alliteration to emphasise that Hyde does not share the same nature as 
normal humans. He is exclusively evil and that is why he can be so violent and 
remorseless. Hyde is a complete contrast to the Victorian ideal of a gentleman who 
should be polite, compassionate and honourable.  

Grade 9 Example Paragraphs 

Stevenson presents Hyde as an outsider in the narrative. This is conveyed when 
Hyde ‘snarled aloud into a savage laugh’. The use of sibilance in the verb ‘snarled’ 
and the modifier ‘savage’ emphasises the evil tone used whilst zoomorphism likens 
Hyde to an animal. The animalistic description gives the reader the impression that 
Hyde is dangerous and abhuman, which further portrays him as someone apart from 
human society. The word ‘savage’ in particular has connotations of evil and frightens 
the reader. This reinforces his ‘troglodytic’, cave-man-like behaviour and symbolises 
his links to ‘devolution and ‘degeneration’. Darwin’s Theory of Evolution shocked 
Victorians with the idea that humans were not higher beings, with a divine element 
of goodness in all of them, but rather animalistic and amoral. This challenged the 
predominantly Christian world view of most Victorians. This quote can be seen as 
echoing the ‘hissing intake’ which again displays Hyde’s off-putting and zoomorphic 
behaviour. The onomatopoeia reminds us of a snake-like sound and hints to a more 
sinister connection with the Biblical Satan who brought about the fall of all humanity 
with his deception of Adam and Even in the Garden of Eden. This strongly negative, 
emotive imagery reinforces Hyde’s status as an ‘outcast’ as Satan was cast out of 
heaven by God for his pride. The Victorian audience could probably not imagine a 
more evil depiction of a villain-like figure.   


