
 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

 

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS: 

READING PAPER LEVEL 1 

 

TEACHER GUIDE & 

STUDENT WORKSHEETS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This booklet is a companion to the online curriculum available at 
www.yourfavouriteteacher.com. 

It includes the content from the  
‘FS: Reading Paper Level 1’ course.  

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

Functional Skills: Reading Paper Level 1 

This pack covers section A of the AQA Language Paper 1 exam.  

This booklet contains:   

• Sources A, B & C 

• Exam style questions & answers 

• Skills based worksheets with answers 

 

Source A – Factsheet about being a news presenter.  

Your duties: Deliver the news, based on researchers covering stories by 
gathering information via interviews and research. This may be anything 
from local to global news and events.  

Other duties will include: 

• Interviewing various people both live and pre recorded  
• Being assigned specific topics to research yourself 
• Travel to places in order to report on the latest news stories  

Work life: Your work is unlikely to be a ‘9-5’ job. Instead, you may have to get up really early 
for the morning news or start later in the evening depending on when you are on air. Your 
working hours are likely to be sporadic as well, although generally you will be given a set 
salary. This is around £21,500 for starting salaries, working it’s way up to around £29,300 
after 5-9 years in the job. Popular presenters can earn even more, which is subject to 
negotiation.  

 

Skills needed: 

• Ability to deal with the public, either via telephone/video call or in person  
• Pay attention to interview subjects  
• Clear expression when interacting with others  
• Organisation skills  
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Source B – Interview with a news presenter. 

 

Claire Digby is a local news presenter in Hertfordshire. She has been working as a news 
presenter for ten years and talked to us about what it is like.  

 

We asked her “What are the good points?” 

 

Claire said, “I really enjoy meeting new people and getting to the bottom of a good news 
story. There are always opportunities to boost your profile by interviewing famous people 
who are in the area for shows, concerts and such. There’s also a great sense of community 
when you are able to interview those who are doing well in the general community.  

 

Then we asked her “What are the bad points?” 

She sighed. “Well, sometimes the hours are unpredictable and some days are longer than 
others. It makes it hard to balance your work life and home life, that’s for sure! Sometimes 
you do have to interview people you don’t particularly like which is never fun. Then there 
are times where you are excited to meet and interview someone, but they turn out to be 
not what you expect.” 
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Source C – Information about ITV Daytime Studios Tour. 

 

 

 

 

 

Television Centre's three TV studios, based in White City London, host live audience 
recordings every day, bringing a unique atmosphere and ever-changing creative buzz to life 
here. In-house expertise by BBC Studioworks and industry-leading technology allows these 
studios to host some of Britain's biggest and best productions. You’ll experience all of this, 
plus get to walk through different sets and get a breakdown of how the shows are filmed. 
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Ticket Prices  

• 60+ concession: £29.99 
• 18-59 years: £39.99  
• 17 years and under: £34.99 

*We do not recommend children under 11 visit our studios  

SCHOOLS & GROUPS 
Every year, hundreds of school parties from across the country visit Television Stu-
dios. We have special rates for groups of 15 or more. 1 free adult leader for every 
10 paid children. Please contact us using the details below if this applies to your 
booking. 

groupbookings@televisionstudiotours.com  

 

- End of Source -  

 

*Some information taken from the London Studio Tours website.  
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Reading Paper Level One: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 1 
You need source A with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Practicing True and False Questions 

 

Using the information in Source A, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement about news presenters is true or false.  

 

 True False 
They cover anything from local to global news   
They work a typical ‘9-5 job’   
The starting salary is around £21,500   
Popular presenters don’t earn much more than the 
starting salary 

  

[2 marks] 

 

Using the information in Source A, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement about news presenters is true or false.  

 

 True False 
Hours are dependent on what time you deliver the 
news 

  

Presenters are assigned specific topics that they may 
need to research themselves 

  

They have to speak using highly advanced 
vocabulary  

  

They don’t need organisation skills to succeed in this 
job role  

  

[2 marks] 
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Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question. 

 

Source A states, ‘popular presenters earn even more, which is subject to negotiation.’ 

The word ‘negotiation’ means: 

 

A Discussion that reaches an agreement 

B Discussion that ends in an argument  

C Persuade someone to your point of view  

D Inform someone of your intentions 

[1 mark] 

Answer: ___ 

 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question. 

 

Source A states, ‘Organisation skills’ 

The word ‘organisation’ means 

 

A Unplanned 

B Pretty  

C Planned  

D Colourful 

[1 mark] 

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher   
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

Practicing Linking the Picture to the Text 

 

Source A contains text and a picture 

What extra information does the picture suggest? 

 

A News presenters can only be women 

B News presenters have to wear wed 

C News presenters have a friendly manner  

D News presenters work regular hours 

[1 mark] 

 

Practicing Identifying the Purpose 

 

The writing in Source A  

A Explains 

B Instructs 

C Persuades  

[1 mark] 
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Reading Paper Level One: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 1 ANSWERS 
You need source A with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Practicing True and False Questions 

 

Using the information in Source A, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement about news presenters is true or false.  

 

 True False 
They cover anything from local to global news X  
They work a typical ‘9-5 job’  X 
The starting salary is around £21,500 X  
Popular presenters don’t earn much more than the 
starting salary 

 X 

[2 marks] 

Using the information in Source A, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement about news presenters is true or false.  

 

 True False 
Hours are dependent on what time you deliver the 
news 

X  

Presenters are assigned specific topics that they may 
need to research themselves 

X  

They have to speak using highly advanced 
vocabulary  

 X 

They don’t need organisation skills to succeed in this 
job role  

 X 

[2 marks] 
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Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question. 

 

Source A states, ‘popular presenters earn even more, which is subject to negotiation.’ 

The word ‘negotiation’ means: 

 

A Discussion that reaches an agreement 

B Discussion that ends in an argument  

C Persuade someone to your point of view  

D Inform someone of your intentions 

[1 mark] 

 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question. 

 

Source A states, ‘Organisation skills’ 

The word ‘organisation’ means 

 

A Unplanned 

B Pretty  

C Planned  

D Colourful 

[1 mark] 
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Practicing Linking the Picture to the Text 

 

Source A contains text and a picture 

What extra information does the picture suggest? 

 

A News presenters can only be women 

B News presenters have to wear wed 

C News presenters have a friendly manner  

D News presenters work regular hours 

[1 mark] 

 

Practicing Identifying the Purpose 

 

The writing in Source A  

A Explains 

B Instructs 

C Persuades  

[1 mark] 
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Explicit vs. Implicit Information Worksheet 
 

Explicit Information: Information which is obvious, clearly stated or openly said by the 
writer of a text. 

Implicit Information: Information which is not immediately obvious, suggested by the 
author, based on what has been written explicitly. 

 

 

Read the extract below: 

            Before he pushed the loaded supply boat out into the sound, he turned his back to 
the wind, reached into his waistcoat pocket and delicately drew out a folded square of 
paper. He re-read the copper-plate writing that was so familiar. "Thy way is in the sea, and 
my path in the great waters." He read the words slowly and deliberately and, although he 
was not religious, the message carried some deeper significance which was not clear to 
him. He returned the paper back into his pocket, repeated the words in his mind, and 
pushed the bow of the boat seaward. 

The lighthouse defiantly stood proud of the jagged rocks; a broken jaw of granite. 
He was always met by the three keepers who stood unwavering in any weather; the sealskin 
collars on their coats were drawn up to their chins. 

List 3 pieces of explicit information about 
the sailor in this extract. 

1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

List 3 ideas which are implied about the 
sailor (implicit) within the text: 

1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Explicit vs. Implicit Information ANSWERS 
 

Explicit Information: Information which is obvious, clearly stated or openly said by the 
writer of a text. 

Implicit Information: Information which is not immediately obvious, suggested by the 
author, based on what has been written explicitly. 

 

 

Read the extract below: 

            Before he pushed the loaded supply boat out into the sound, he turned his back to 
the wind, reached into his waistcoat pocket and delicately drew out a folded square of 
paper. He re-read the copper-plate writing that was so familiar. "Thy way is in the sea, and 
my path in the great waters." He read the words slowly and deliberately and, although he 
was not religious, the message carried some deeper significance which was not clear to 
him. He returned the paper back into his pocket, repeated the words in his mind, and 
pushed the bow of the boat seaward. 

The lighthouse defiantly stood proud of the jagged rocks; a broken jaw of granite. 
He was always met by the three keepers who stood unwavering in any weather; the sealskin 
collars on their coats were drawn up to their chins. 

List 3 pieces of explicit information about 
the sailor in this extract. 

• He turned his back to the wind. 

• He was wearing a waistcoat. 

• He read the words slowly and 

deliberately. 

• He isn’t religious.  

• Anything else of relevance 

List 3 ideas which are implied (implicit) 
within the text about the sailor: 

• It was cold/windy. 

• The sailor was journeying alone. 

• He felt comforted by the words on 

the piece of paper. 

• Anything else of relevance 
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Reading Paper Level One: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 2 

 
You need Source B with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Practicing Identifying Positives & Negatives 

 

In source B, identify one positive things and one negative thing about being a news 
presenter.  

 

Positive: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Negative: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

[2 marks] 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

Claire Digby is a local news presenter.  

What does the word ‘local’ tell us about Claire? 

 

A Her work is based in one area  

B She is more experienced as a news presenter  

C She is a lot younger than her colleagues  

D She does a lot for those in her community  

[1 mark] 
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Practicing Inference 

 

In source B, Claire Digby says, “It makes it hard to balance your work life and home life, 
that’s for sure!” 

What is the purpose of the exclamation mark in this sentence? 

 

A To show that she is bored of the interview 

B To show she is uncomfortable in the interview  

C To show that her work can be difficult at times  

D To show that she is being honest and upfront  

 

 

Identifying Similarities & Differences 

 

Identify two similarities between source A and Source B. 

You might want to look at: 

• The format of the texts 
• The language used 
• The kind of information, ideas and opinions given in the texts.  

 

Similarity 1: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Similarity 2: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

[2 marks] 
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Identify two differences between source A and Source B. 

You might want to look at: 

• The format of the texts 
• The language used 
• The kind of information, ideas and opinions given in the texts.  

 

Difference 1: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Difference 2: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

[2 marks] 
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Reading Paper Level One: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 2 ANSWERS 

 
You need Source B with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

 

Practicing Identifying Positives & Negatives 

 

In source B, identify one positive thing and one negative thing about being a news 
presenter.  

 

Positive: 

• Meeting new people 
• Getting to the bottom of a good news story 
• Opportunities to boost your profile 
• Interviewing famous people 
• Interviewing those doing good in the local community  

Negative:  

• Hours can be unpredictable  
• Some days are longer than others 
• Hard to get a good work/life balance 
• Interviewing people you don’t like 
• Some people turn out to not be what you expect 

[2 marks] 
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Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

Claire Digby is a local news presenter.  

What does the word ‘local’ tell us about Claire? 

 

A Her work is based in one area  

B She is more experienced as a news presenter  

C She is a lot younger than her colleagues  

D She does a lot for those in her community  

[1 mark] 

 

 

Practicing Inference 

 

In source B, Claire Digby says, “It makes it hard to balance your work life and home life, 
that’s for sure!” 

What is the purpose of the exclamation mark in this sentence? 

 

A To show that she is bored of the interview 

B To show she is uncomfortable in the interview  

C To show that her work can be difficult at times  

D To show that she is being honest and upfront  
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Identifying Similarities & Differences 

 

Identify two similarities between source A and Source B. 

You might want to look at: 

• The format of the texts 
• The language used 
• The kind of information, ideas and opinions given in the texts.  

 

Similarities: 

• They are both about news presenters 
• Both give details about the job 
• They both talk about working hours 

 

[2 marks] 

 

Identify two differences between source A and Source B. 

You might want to look at: 

• The format of the texts 
• The language used 
• The kind of information, ideas and opinions given in the texts.  

 

Differences: 

• One is a fact sheet and the other is an interview script 
• One is about presenters in general whereas the other is about a specific presenter 
• Source A is very general and source B gives more specific information 
• One talks about the skills needed to do the job whereas the other doesn’t mention 

this 
 

[2 marks] 
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Referring to the Text Worksheet 

 
 

All quotations require the use of speech marks (“ “) 

Short quotations can be embedded a sentence by writing in exactly the words which feet. 

 

         Example: 

For a long time, he always felt like “a sailor lost at sea” in the new city. 

 

Read the extract below: 

The windowless, circular room was panelled with cedar and smelt of burning lamp-

oil. At this stage, the boy always sat at the scrubbed pine table and was handed a metal 

mug of steaming tea, whilst the men emptied the cases of supplies. However, on this 

occasion, the last occasion, they joined him at the table and in solemn silence removed 

their boots and coarse woollen socks. 

 

For each statement below, write a short quotation which proves the statement. Try to 
embed each of these into your own sentence: 

1. The room was usually very dark inside. 

The room is likely very dark because it is “windowless,” having no openings to let light in.  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Usually, the boy has to wait for the men to complete their work. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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3.  The room is very hard to get comfortable in. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. This story is set during the autumn or winter months. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. This story is set in the past, before many modern technologies were available. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Referring to the Text ANSWERS 

 
 

All quotations require the use of speech marks (“ “) 

Short quotations can be embedded a sentence by writing in exactly the words which feet. 

 

         Example: 

For a long time, he always felt like “a sailor lost at sea” in the new city. 

 

Read the extract below: 

The windowless, circular room was panelled with cedar and smelt of burning lamp-

oil. At this stage, the boy always sat at the scrubbed pine table and was handed a metal 

mug of steaming tea, whilst the men emptied the cases of supplies. However, on this 

occasion, the last occasion, they joined him at the table and in solemn silence removed 

their boots and coarse woollen socks. 

 

For each statement below, write a short quotation which proves the statement. Try to 
embed each of these into your own sentence: 

1. The room was usually very dark inside. 

The room is likely very dark because it is “windowless,” having no openings to let light in.  

 

2. Usually, the boy has to wait for the men to complete their work. 

The boy usually has to wait for the men to complete their work because he is “handed a 
mug of steaming tea, whilst the men emptied the cases of supplies.” 

 

3.  The room is very hard to get comfortable in. 

The room is hard to get comfortable in because there is a “solemn silence” even when the 
men are sat around the table. 
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6. This story is set during the autumn or winter months. 

The story is likely to be set in the autumn or winter months because the boy is given a 
“metal mug of steaming tea”.  

 

7. This story is set in the past, before many modern technologies were available. 
The story may be set in the past because there is the smell of “burning lamp-oil” and no 
mention of electricity.  
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Reading Paper Level One: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 3 

 
You need Source C with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

 

Identifying Purpose 

 

Look at the language and structure used in Source C. 

The main purpose of source C is to: 

 

A Advise people of the costs of trips to the studios 

B Inform people about group discounts available on trips to the studios 

C Persuade people to visit Television studios 

[1 mark] 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question. 

Source C states, ‘live audience recordings every day, bringing a unique atmosphere’  

 

The word ‘unique’ means 

 

A One of a kind 

B Similar to others  

C Desirable  

D Awkward 

[1 mark] 
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Practicing Inference 

 

What does ‘We do not recommend children under 11 visit our studios’ suggest? 

 

A You cannot visit the studios if you are under the age of 11 

B It is a different price if you are under the age of 11 

C It may not be suitable for children under the age of 11 

D They do not want children under 11 attending under any circumstances 

 

Practicing True/False Questions 

Using the information in Source C, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is true or false.  

 True False 
Television Studios is inaccessible to the public    
Television Studios host live audience recordings 
every day 

  

You can meet the presenters of all your favourite 
shows  

  

Group bookings are available     
[2 marks] 

 

Using the information in Source C, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is fact or opinion.  

 Fact Opinion 
Leading technology allows the studios to host some 
of the biggest and best productions.  

  

This Morning began production in April of 2018   
Television studios has the best studio tour around   
The studios have the best presenters on television   

[2 marks] 
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Communicating Relevant Information 

 

Your local school is planning a day-trip to Television Studios. 

 

Write a note for the headteacher, giving her the most important information to help her to 
organise and plan the day-trip.  

[3 marks] 
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Reading Paper Level One: Exam Practice 

Worksheet 3 ANSWERS 

 
You need Source C with you to answer the questions. You can download the full source and 
question paper from the additional resources section. 

Identifying Purpose 

 

Look at the language and structure used in Source C. 

The main purpose of source C is to: 

 

A Advise people of the costs of trips to the studios 

B Inform people about group discounts available on trips to the studios 

C Persuade people to visit Television studios 

[1 mark] 

Practicing Vocabulary Questions 

 

You are advised to use a dictionary for this question. 

Source C states, ‘live audience recordings every day, bringing a unique atmosphere’  

 

The word ‘unique’ means 

 

A One of a kind 

B Similar to others  

C Desirable  

D Awkward 

[1 mark] 
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Practicing Inference 

 

What does ‘We do not recommend children under 11 visit our studios’ suggest? 

 

A You cannot visit the studios if you are under the age of 11 

B It is a different price if you are under the age of 11 

C It may not be suitable for children under the age of 11 

D They do not want children under 11 attending under any circumstances 

Practicing True/False Questions 

 

Using the information in Source C, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is true or false.  

 True False 
Television Studios is inaccessible to the public   X 
Television Studios host live audience recordings 
every day 

X  

You can meet the presenters of all your favourite 
shows  

 X 

Group bookings are available   X  
[2 marks] 

 

Using the information in Source C, put a tick in the correct box to show whether each 
statement is fact or opinion. 

 Fact Opinion 
Leading technology allows the studios to host some 
of the biggest and best productions.  

X  

This Morning began production in April of 2018 X  
Television studios has the best studio tour around  X 
The studios have the best presenters on television  X 

[2 marks] 
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Communicating Relevant Information 

 

Your local school is planning a day-trip to Television Studios. 

 

Write a note for the headteacher, giving her the most important information to help her to 
organise and plan the day-trip.  

[3 marks] 

Main facts to include: 

• Location 
• Price 
• Group discounts 
• What the tour includes 
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PURPOSE, AUDIENCE & FORMAT WORKSHEET 
Draw a line connecting the various format-features on the right to the correct formats on 
the left. 

Article 

 Tagline 

 Subheadings 

 Address 

 Salutation 

Letter 

 Formal sign-off 

 
Thanking your reader 

and/or audience 

 Bullet-points 

 Paragraphs 

Essay 

 Thesis 

 Columns 

 Second Person 
Pronouns 

 Formal Language 

Speech 

 Imperatives 

 Dates 

 First Person Pronouns 

 Topic Sentence 
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PURPOSE, AUDIENCE & FORMAT ANSWERS 
 

Article 

Tagline 

Subheadings 

Paragraphs 

Dates 

Columns 

 

Letter 

Address 

First person pronouns 

Formal sign-off 

Dates 

Paragraphs 

 

Essay 

Paragraphs 

Thesis 

Formal Language  

Topic Sentence 

 

Speech 

Salutation 

Thanking your reader and/or audience 

Second person pronouns 

Imperatives  


