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DNA 

This pack covers context, plot outline, character and theme analysis, together with some 
exam style questions and answers.   

This booklet contains:   

• Suggested teaching order 

• Learning objectives for each session 

• Questions or activities that tutors could use in their sessions  

 

Suggested Teaching Order and Learning Objectives 

Lesson Focus Learning Objectives  
1 Plot Overview & 

Context 
To consolidate understanding of the plot and be able 
to detail key events. To understand the relevance of 
context and make clear connections between this and 
the text. 
 

2 The Character of 
Leah 

To be able to form a critical response to Leah’s 
characterisation in the play, using textual references 
to support interpretations. 

3 The Character of Phil To be able to form a critical response to Phil’s 
characterisation in the play, using textual references 
to support interpretations. 

4 The Character of 
Cathy 

To be able to form a critical response to Cathy’s 
characterisation in the play, using textual references 
to support interpretations. 

5 The Character of 
Adam 

To be able to form a critical response to Adam’s 
characterisation in the play, using textual references 
to support interpretations. 

6 Minor Characters To be able to understand the significance of the 
minor characters and how they impact the plot of the 
play. 

7 Guilt, Responsibility 
and Morality 

To be able to evaluate the concepts and ideas 
surrounding the themes created within the play. 

8 Power and Group 
Dynamics 

To be able to evaluate the concepts and ideas 
surrounding the themes created within the play. 

9 Bullying To be able to evaluate the concepts surrounding and 
the importance of the theme of Bullying within the 
play. 

10 Setting To be able to use textual references to show an 
understanding of the key settings within the novel. 
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Suggested Questions for Discussion and/or Activities  

 

Lesson  Questions/ Activities  
1 • Who appears at the start of the play and what are they talking about? 

• What did Adam’s ‘hazing ritual’ involve? 
• What is Phil’s brilliant cover-up plan for the disappearance of Adam? 
• What are the signs of Brian’s deteriorating mental health? 
• When Adam reappears, how do we know he is not well? 
• When does Phil pay any attention to Leah? 
• How does Leah turn her back on the gang? 
• What do you know about Dennis Kelly and the types of plays he has written? 
• What issues is Dennis Kelly interested in? 
• How are young people often portrayed in the early Twenty-First Century? 
• What did the widespread use of the internet, video, gaming and mobile phones 

lead to? 
• Why was surveillance increasing in Twenty-First Century Britain? 

2 • How would you describe the character of Leah? 
• What is Leah’s view of life? 
• What scares Leah? 
• Why does Leah feel lonely and isolated? 
• How do we know that Leah has empathy for her fellow humans? 

3 • Could you describe Phil as a gang leader? 
• What is Phil’s cover-up plan? 
• How does Phil manipulate the other team members? 
• What does Phil say and do that clearly shows he wants Adam killed by Cathy? 
• How can Phil’s attitude to life be linked to nihilism? 

4 • How can Cathy be described? 
• What is Cathy’s attitude towards Adam? 
• How does Cathy feel about having reporters ask her about Adam’s disappearance? 
• How is Cathy presented by the end of the play? 
• How does Cathy successfully frame an innocent postman? 
• Why can Cathy be seen as a nihilistic character? 

5 • How can Adam be described at the start of the play? 
• How can Adam be described after he is found living in the hedge? 
• Why does Adam keep on repeating his name? 
• Why does Adam keep on repeating ‘high’? 
• Why did Adam say that he was afraid of the dark? 
• How does Adam link to the biblical Adam? 

6 • Which characters would you say are minor? 
• How can Brian be characterised? 
• How can John Tate be characterised? 
• How can Richard be characterised? 
• How can Dan be characterised? 
• What theme(s) could you link the minor characters to in the play? 
• Which minor characters could you link to the play’s main characters and why? 
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7 • Why do all the gang members share guilt? 
• How does Phil try to avoid responsibility? 
• How does Leah react to Phil’s plan? 
• How does Phil show a ‘machiavellian’ attitude? 
• How did Adam help bring about his own destruction? 

8 • Who are the three leaders of the gang in order of their leadership? 
• How do the gang member treat Phil? 
• How does Phil’s behavior change throughout the play? 
• Who are the most powerless members of the gang? 
• Who are the members of the gang who leave by the end of the play? 
• Why does Leah leave the gang? 

9 • Who are victims of bullying in the play? 
• Phil bullies Brian into completing what task? 
• How does Phil bully Leah? 
• How does Cathy react to the bullying and death of Adam? 
• What is one of the consequences of bullying Brian? 

10 • Which setting appears at the start of every act? 
• Where do Leah and Phil usually appear together? 
• Which character is seen in the woods and no other setting? 
• Why did Dennis Kelly choose such generic settings? 
• What do the woods symbolize?  
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DNA Worksheet: Plot 
Act One 

1. What are the main themes you could link to act one? (AO1) 
2. Structurally, which characters do the audience meet first? What could this tell 

us about their importance in the play? (AO2) 
3. What could Kelly be suggesting about society in act one? (AO3) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Act Two 

1. Leah talks about happiness in society in Act 2. How might a modern audi-
ence react to this? (AO2) 

2. How has Brian's character changed in Act 2, compared to Act 1? (AO1) 
3. How might the audience react to the gang framing an innocent man? (AO2) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Act Three 

1. What is the significance of Kelley adding comic relief to the start of Act 3, 
with Phil and his waffle? (AO2) 

2. Why is scene three set in the woods? What atmosphere does this create? 
(AO2) 

3. What does the final scene with Leah and Phil suggest about their relation-
ship? (AO1) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Act Four 

1. How have the characters changed since the start of the play? (AO1) 
2. Leah is the only character who leaves and changes schools. How does this 

link to her earlier thoughts about being stuck in an endless cycle? (AO1) 
3.  To what extent do you think the play reflect today's society? (AO3) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher 
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

DNA Worksheet: Context 
Dennis Kelly 

1. How could you incorporate some of Dennis Kelly's personal history into your 
essay? 

2. What social issues does Kelly explore in DNA?  
3. What is the purpose behind Kelly's use of humour throughout DNA? 
4. Would audiences react differently depending on their social standing? How 

could this be explored in your essay? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Early 21st Century 

1. How would you show your understanding of the above contextual infor-
mation in your essay? 

2. Which characters represent how young people often feel isolated 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Youth Culture and Broken Britain 

1. Do you agree with the way young people are presented in the media in the 
early twenty-first century? 

2. Is this an accurate representation of young people in today's society? 
3. To what extent can the events that take place in DNA be considered a 'Bro-

ken Society'? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Surveillance Society and DNA Science 

1. How does Kelly use setting to reflect the ideas surrounding Surveillance Soci-
ety? 

2. To what extent does Surveillance Society affect youths today? 
3. What is Kelly suggesting about society and advancements of Science? 
4. What key events happen in the play that you could link DNA Science to? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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DNA Worksheet: Leah 

How is Leah characterised throughout the play? Explain how and why 
she changes. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
“It’s quite clear from the play that Leah is a disturbed character.” To 
what extent do you agree with this view? Use quotes to support your 
points. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
Can you list four key events that happen in the play, which include 
Leah? Add quotes where possible. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
What themes can you link to Leah and why? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Quote What could you say 
about… 

Your Interpretation 

‘I talk too much, so 
shoot me. So kill me, 
Phil, call the police, 
lock me up, rip out my 
teeth with a pair of 
rusty pliers.’  

(Act 1) 

 

• Violent imagery 
• Foreshadowing 
• Youth/Gang cul-

ture 

 

 

‘It’s us that upsets the 
natural order. It’s us 
that’s the anomaly.’  

(Act 2) 

 

• Leah’s viewpoint 
• 21st century view-

points 

 

‘D’you think we’re 
doomed to behave 
like the people before 
us did?’   (Act 2) 

 

• Leah’s outlook on 
life 

• Repetitive cycles 

 

 

‘He’s insane Phil, he 
needs help’  

(Act 3) 

 

• Leah as moral and 
empathetic 

• Adjective ‘insane’ 

 



 

© Copyright 2020 Your Favourite Teacher 
To be used in conjunction with online resources at www.yourfavouriteteacher.com 

 

DNA Worksheet: Phil 
 
How is Phil characterised throughout the play? Explain how and why she 
changes. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
“Phil is the biggest bully and the most intimidating in the group”To 
what extent do you agree with this view? Use quotes to support your 
points. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
Can you list four key events that happen in the play, which include Phil? 
Add quotes where possible. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
What themes can you link to Phil and why? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
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Quote What could you say 
about… 

Your Interpretation 

‘We’re in trouble now. 
We need your help. If 
you don’t help us, we’ll 
kill you. Are you going 
to help us?’  

(Act 2) 

• Persuasive de-
vices 

• Appealing to a 
sense of loyalty 

• Phil as ruthless 
and immoral 

 

‘I’m in charge. 
Everyone is happier. 
What’s more important; 
one person or 
everyone?’  

(Act 3) 

 

• Assertion of au-
thority 

• Preservation of 
the gang 

•  

 

‘If you go now and you 
say nothing to no-one 
about this, you won’t 
be in trouble’.  

(Act 3) 

• Phil as manipulat-
ing 

• Sense of threat 
• Use of ‘trouble’ 

 

‘I’m gonna do an 
experiment with this 
plastic bag. I want you 
to stay still while I do 
this experiment.’  

(Act 3) 

• Phil as cold and 
calculating 

• No emotions 
shown 

• Phil avoiding di-
rect involvement  
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DNA Worksheet: Cathy 
 
How is Cathy characterised throughout the play? Explain how and why 
she changes. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
“Cathy is one of the least intelligent in the group, despite her ability to 
scare and intimidate.” To what extent do you agree with this view? Use 
quotes to support your points. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
Can you list four key events that happen in the play, which include 
Cathy? Add quotes where possible. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
What themes can you link to Cathy and why? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Quote What could you say 
about… 

Your Interpretation 

‘They wanted to 
interview me.’  

(Act 2) 

 

• Cathy as unaware 
of how bad the sit-
uation is 

• Self-obses-
sion/ego 

• 21st century 
trends 

 

‘get on the telly’  

(Act 2) 

 

• Obsession with 
fame 

• 21st century goals 

 

‘Well, we thought, you 
know, I mean you’d 
given a description, so 
we thought well, I 
thought, you know, 
show initiative, we’ll 
look for a fat balding 
postman with bad 
teeth.’  

(Act 3) 

• Going against in-
structions 

• Lack of intelli-
gence 

• Audience reaction 

 

‘I threatened to gouge 
one of his eyes out’  

(Act 3 – about Adam 
getting him out of the 
hedge) 

 

• Cathy becoming 
increasingly vio-
lent 

• Audience reaction 
• Loss of humanity  
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DNA Worksheet: Adam 
 

How is Adam characterised throughout the play? Explain how and why 
she changes. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
What is Adam’s personality like? How would the reader/audience react 
to him? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Can you list four key events that happen in the play, which include 
Adam? Add quotes where possible. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
What themes can you link to Adam and why? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Quote What could you say 
about… 

Your Interpretation 

‘but just dark, maybe a 
light, high, high, high, 
high, high…’  

(Act 3) 

 

• Repetition of 
‘high’ 

• The light being 
above him (super-
natural/spiritual 
intervention) 

 

‘I drank the liquid it 
was blood’  

(Act 3) 

 

• Adam as becom-
ing animalistic 

• Act of drinking 
blood and the as-
sociations 
 

 

‘the dark was my fear’  

(Act 3) 

 

• Audience reaction 
• Connotations of 

darkness 
• Connotations of 

fear 

 

‘I was wrapped in it. 
Like a soft blanket’.  

(Act 3) 

 

 

• Use of simile 
• ‘wrapped’ in dark-

ness and the con-
notations 

• Structure – full 
stop in the middle 

• Childlike behav-
iour 
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DNA Worksheet: Minor Characters 
 
Summarise John Tate’s role in the play. Use quotes to support your 
views. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
How would you describe John Tate’s personality? How would the audi-
ence/reader react to him? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Summarise Brian’s role in the play. Use quotes to support your views. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
What themes can you link to Brian and why? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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What is the dramatic purpose of Jan and Mark?  
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
How are Jan and Mark characterised in the play? Use quotes to support 
your views. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
How would you describe Richard’s characterisation throughout the 
play? Use quotes to support your views. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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How are Danny and Lou characterised in the play? Use quotes to sup-
port your views. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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DNA Worksheet: Guilt, Responsibility & 
Morality 

Which characters you could link to the three sub-themes? 

Guilt: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Responsibility:………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Morality:……………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What key events could you link to each sub-theme? 

Guilt: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Responsibility:………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Morality:……………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Quote What could you say 
about… 

Your Interpretation 

LEAH: ‘No, Cathy, don't, 
stop, Cathy....?’ 
But she goes, taking 
BRIAN with her. LEAH 
turns to PHIL. 
‘Phil?’ 
‘Phil?’ 

(Act 3) 

 

 

• Guilt, responsibility 
or morality? 

• Leah’s use of ques-
tioning 

• Leah as helpless 

 

Leah accuses Phil: ‘I 
sometimes think you’re 
not human.’ (Act 1) 

 

 

• Leah and Phil’s re-
lationship 

• How Phil treats 
Leah (immoral) 

• How Phil is charac-
terised 
 

 

Leah: ‘I mean what, they 
just pick this bloke up, 
they just saw him and 
said, ‘You look dodgy, 
you’re a murderer 
because you’ve got a 
postman’s uniform’?  

(Act 2) 

 

• Leah’s reaction to 
Cathy 

• Cathy showing no 
guilt/remorse 

 

Mark: ‘You know what 
he’s like [Adam] he was, 
sort of hanging around…’  

(Act 1) 

 

 

• Adam linked to the 
biblical reference – 
did he commit a 
sin? 

• Adam wanting to 
be part of the gang 

• Audience reaction 
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DNA Worksheet: Power and Group Dynamics 
Which characters you could link to the three sub-themes? 

Power: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Group Dynamics: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What key events could you link to each sub-theme? 

Power: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Group Dynamics: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

What key quotes could you link to each sub-theme? 

Power: …………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Group Dynamics: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Quote What could you say 
about… 

Your Interpretation 

Richard: ‘Cathy doesn’t 
care. She’s too busy 
running things. You 
wouldn’t believe how 
thing’s have got Phil. 
She’s insane.’  

(Act 4) 

 

 

• How Phil’s absence 
changes group dy-
namics 

• Comparison of 
Cathy and Phil’s 
leadership  

 

Leah: ‘Maybe that’s 
what’s making people 
happier. Maybe it’s just 
having something to work 
towards. Together. Do 
you think that’s what it is? 
Are we really that simple?’  

(Act 2) 

 

 

• Leah’s thoughts on 
the group dynamics 

• Suggestion about 
society working to-
gether 

 

Richard: ‘Jan and Mark 
have taken up shoplifting, 
they’re really good at it, 
get you anything you 
want.’  

(Act 4) 

 

• Significance of Jan 
and Mark first to 
appear in the 
play/start of each 
act 

• Teamwork 
• Jan and Mark’s re-

lationship 

 

Phil puts his arm around 
her [Leah].  

Suddenly she stops 
chewing and spits the 
sweet out.  

Gets up, stares at Phil.  

Storms off.  

(Act 3) 

• Leah breaking free 
from the group 

• Adverb ‘suddenly’ 
• Significance of her 

storming off 
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DNA Worksheet: Bullying 
Which characters you could link to this theme? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

What key events could you link to this theme? 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

What key quotes could you link to this theme? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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DNA Worksheet: Setting 

Quote What could you 
say about… 

Your 
Interpretation 

John Tate: ‘That 
just leaves you, 
Brian. You crying, 
little piece of filth.’ 

 

 

• Analysis of ‘lit-
tle piece of 
filth’ 

• John ‘turning’ 
on Brian 

• Tone in which 
it’s said  

 

Adam: Ate ‘big fist 
fulls of leaves’  

(Act 1) 

 

 

• Initiation ritual 
• What might 

the audience 
question? 

 

Cathy: ‘I threatened 
to gouge one of his 
eyes out.’  

(Act 3) 

 

 

• Verb ‘threat-
ened’  

• Verb ‘gouge’ 
• Cathy as (ar-

guably) the 
most violent 
character 

 

Cathy: ‘Cut a first 
year’s finger off’  

(Act 4)  

 

 

• Cathy as a 
bully/tyrant 

• Use of animal-
istic imagery 

• Audience re-
action to 
Cathy 
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List all of the settings used in the play. Which characters would 
you associate most with each? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
How has Dennis Kelly used setting to develop the plot? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Which key themes would you link to each setting? Explain your 
answers. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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What could each setting symbolise? Why? 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
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GCSE English Literature Assessment – DNA 

How does Dennis Kelly present modern society as dangerous for young people? 

Write about: 

• the ways in which modern society is dangerous for young people 
• how Kelly presents this danger in the ways he writes 

[30 marks] 

AO4 [4 marks] 

 

Grade 5 Answer 

Gangs and bullying amongst teenagers are one of the key examples of dangers in 
the play. Adam is the main and most dramatic victim, starting with his desire to 
belong. He is always ‘hanging around’ the gang members, trying to fit in, ‘laughing’ 
and ‘joking’ in order to make himself popular.  These verbs show how desperate he 
is and how foolish he is as he soon goes through a ‘hazing’ ritual where the gang 
abuse him by asking him to eat leaves, burn his socks, steal, throw stones at him 
and even cause him to fall down a mineshaft. Other young people are presented as 
cruel and without any morals which means they are a threat to the more innocent 
and naïve young people in society.  

 

Grade 9 Answer 

Leah is a prime example of an angst-ridden teenager feeling overwhelmed by the 
issues of modern day life, to the point that mental well-being is at risk. In one of her 
longer monologues in the presence of an ever-silent Phil, she highlights the 
unnatural expectations of contemporary life; ‘we’re all supposed to be happy, 
happy is our natural, and any deviation from that state is seen as a failure’. The 
repetition of the adjective ‘happy’ takes on threatening tones of enforced and 
fabricated joy in order to live up to societal expectations. She is likely referring to 
the ruthless pursuit of material goods, financial gain and aspirational lifestyles in our 
celebrity saturated, media-influenced, capitalistic daily lives. These adult pressures 
are trickled down to teenagers who are pressured to make early career choices and 
are regularly drilled with assessments and examinations in the run up to the holy 
grail of a university place and a high-flying career.   


