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AQA Language Paper 1, Section A  

This pack covers section A of the AQA Language Paper 1 exam.  

This booklet contains:   

• Suggested teaching order 

• Learning objectives for each session 

• Questions or activities that tutors could use in their sessions  

 

Suggested Teaching Order and Learning Objectives 

Lesson Focus Learning Objectives  
1 Question 1 To understand what question 1 asks you to do and 

how to apply this knowledge in an exam. 
 

2 Question 2 To understand what question 2 asks you to do and 
how to apply language analysis to the source given in 
the exam. 
 

3 Question 3 To understand what question 3 asks you to do and 
how to apply structural analysis to the source given in 
the exam. 
 

4 Question 4 To understand what question 4 asks you to do and 
how to apply your opinion combined with analysis in 
the exam. 
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Language Paper 1: Question 1 

1984 
 

An extract from George Orwell’s novel  
 
 

It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen. Winston Smith, 
his chin nuzzled into his breast in an effort to escape the vile wind, slipped quickly 
through the glass doors of Victory Mansions, though not quickly enough to prevent 
a swirl of gritty dust from entering along with him.   The hallway smelt of boiled 
cabbage and old rag mats. At one end of it a coloured poster, too large for indoor 
display, had been tacked to the wall. It depicted simply an enormous face, more 
than a metre wide: the face of a man of about forty-five, with a heavy black mous-
tache and ruggedly handsome features. Winston made for the stairs. It was no use 
trying the lift. Even at the best of times it was seldom working, and at present the 
electric current was cut off during daylight hours. It was part of the economy drive 
in preparation for Hate Week. The flat was seven flights up, and Winston, who was 
thirty-nine and had a varicose ulcer above his right ankle, went slowly, resting several 
times on the way. On each landing, opposite the lift-shaft, the poster with the enor-
mous face gazed from the wall. It was one of those pictures which are so contrived 
that the eyes follow you about when you move. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, 
the caption beneath it ran.  
 

List 4 things from this part of the text about Victory Mansion.   [4 marks] 

 

1. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1 : Question 1 

Great Expectations 
An extract from Charles Dickens novel 

 
She was dressed in rich materials--satins, and lace and silks -- all of white. 
Her shoes were white. And she had a long white veil dependent from her 
hair, and she had bridal flowers in her hair, but her hair was white. Some 
bright jewels sparkled on her neck and on her hands, and some other jew-
els lay sparkling on the table. Dresses, less splendid than the dress she 
wore, and half-packed trunks, were scattered about. She had not quite fin-
ished dressing, for she had but one shoe on -- the other was on the table 
near her hand -- her veil was but half arranged, her watch and chain were 
not put on, and some lace for her bosom lay with those trinkets, and with 
her handkerchief, and gloves, and some flowers, and a Prayer-book, all 
confusedly heaped about the looking-glass.  

 
It was not in the first few moments that I saw all these things, though I 
saw more of them in the first moments than might be supposed. But, I 
saw that everything within my view which ought to be white, had been 
white long ago, and had lost its lustre, and was faded and yellow. I saw 
that the bride within the bridal dress had withered like the dress, and 
like the flowers, and had no brightness left but the brightness of her 
sunken eyes. I saw that the dress had been put upon the rounded figure 
of a young woman, and that the figure upon which it now hung loose, 
had shrunk to skin and bone. Once I had been taken to see some 
ghastly waxwork at the Fair, representing I know not what impossible 
personage lying in state. Once, I had been taken to one of our old 
marsh churches to see a skeleton in the ashes of a rich dress, that had 
been dug out of a vault under the church pavement. Now, waxwork and 
skeleton seemed to have dark eyes that moved and looked at me. I 
should have cried out, if I could. 
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List 4 things from this part of the text about Miss Havisham.   [4 marks] 

 

1. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1 : Question 1 

Dracula 
An extract from Bram Stokers novel 

 
His face was a strong – a very strong – aquiline, with high bridge of the thin nose and 
peculiarly arched nostrils; with lofty domed forehead, and hair growing scantily round the 
temples, but profusely elsewhere. His eyebrows were very massive, almost meeting over 
the nose, and with bushy hair that seemed to curl in its own profusion. 
 
The mouth, so far as I could see it under the heavy moustache, was fixed and rather cruel-
looking, with peculiarly sharp white teeth; these protruded over the lips, whose remarka-
ble ruddiness showed astonishing vitality in a man of his years. For the rest, his ears were 
pale and at the tops extremely pointed; the chin was broad and strong, and the cheeks 
firm though thin. The general effect was one of extraordinary pallor. 

 
Hitherto I had noticed the backs of his hands as they lay on his knees in the firelight, 
and they seemed rather white and fine; but seeing them now close to me, I could 
not but notice they were rather coarse – broad, with squat fingers. Strange to say, 
there were hairs in the centre of the palm. The nails were long and fine, and cut to a 
sharp point. As the Count leaned over me and his hands touched me, I could not 
repress a shudder.   

 

List 4 things from this part of the text about the Count.   [4 marks] 

 

1. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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3. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 1 

Rebecca 
An extract from Daphne du Maurier novel 

 
There was Manderley, our Manderley, secret and silent as it had 10 always been, the grey 
stone shining in the moonlight of my dream. Time could not spoil the beauty of those 
walls, nor of the place itself, as it lay like a jewel in the hollow of a hand. The grass sloped 
down towards the sea, which was a sheet of silver lying calm under the moon, like a lake 
undisturbed by wind or storm. 15 I turned again to the house, and I saw that the garden 
had run wild, just as the woods had done. Weeds were everywhere. But moonlight can 
play strange tricks with the imagination, even with a dreamer’s imagination. As I stood 
there, I could swear that the house was not an empty shell, but lived and breathed as it 
had 20 lived before. Light came from the windows, the curtains blew softly in the night 
air, and there, in the library, the door stood half open as we had left it, with my handker-
chief on the table beside the bowl of autumn flowers. Then a cloud came over the moon, 
like a dark hand across a 25 face. The memories left me. I looked again at an empty shell, 
with no whisper of the past about its staring walls. Our fear and suffering were gone now. 
When I thought about Manderley in my waking hours I would not be bitter; I would think 
of it as it might have been, if I could have lived there without fear. I would 30 remember 
the rose garden in summer, and the birds that sang there; tea under the trees, and the 
sound of the sea coming up to us from the shore below. I would think of the flowers blown 
from the bushes, and the Happy Valley. These things could never lose their freshness. 

 
List 4 things from this part of the text about the house.             [4 Marks] 

1. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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3. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 2  

Brighton Rocks Extract 
 
 

They came in by train from Victoria every five minutes, rocked down Queen’s 
Road standing on the tops of the little local trams, stepped off in bewildered 
multitudes into fresh and glittering air: the new silver paint sparkled on the 
piers, the cream houses ran away into the west like a pale Victorian water-
colour; a race in miniature motors, a band playing, flower gardens in bloom 
below the front, an aeroplane advertising something for the health in pale 
vanishing clouds across the sky. It had seemed quite easy to Hale to be lost 
in Brighton. Fifty thousand people besides himself were down for the day, 
and for quite a while he gave himself up to the good day, drinking gins and 
tonics wherever his programme allowed. 

 
How does the writer use language here to describe Brighton that day? 

 
You could include the writer’s choice of: 

 
• words and phrases 
• language features and techniques 
• sentence forms 

 
Spend 15 minutes on this question. 

 
 

[8 Marks] 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 2  
 

Lord of the Flies Extract 
Jack leapt on to the sand.  

 

"Do our dance! Come on! Dance!"  
 

He ran stumbling through the thick sand to the open space of rock 
beyond the fire. Between the flashes of lightning the air was dark and 
terrible; and the boys followed him, clamorously. Roger became the pig, 
grunting and charging at Jack, who side-stepped. The hunters took their 
spears, the cooks took spits, and the rest clubs of firewood. A circling 
movement developed and a chant. While Roger mimed the terror of the 
pig, the littluns ran and jumped on the outside of the circle. Piggy and 
Ralph, under the threat of the sky, found themselves eager to take a place 
in this demented but partly secure society. They were glad to touch the 
brown backs of the fence that hemmed in the terror and made it 
governable. 

 

"_Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood!_" 

 

The movement became regular while the chant lost its first superficial 
excitement and began to beat like a steady pulse. Roger ceased to be a pig 
and became a hunter, so that the center of the ring yawned emptily. Some of 
the littluns started a ring on their own; and the complementary circles went 
round and round as though repetition would achieve safety of itself. There was 
the throb and stamp of a single organism. 

The dark sky was shattered by a blue-white scar. An instant later the noise was 
on them like the blow of a gigantic whip. The chant rose a tone in agony. 

 

"_Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood!_" 

 

 

 

Your Favourite Teacher 
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How does the writer use language here to create tension? 

 

You could include the writer’s choice of: 

 

1. words and phrases  

2. language features and techniques  

3. sentence forms 

 

Spend 15 minutes on this question. 

[8 Marks] 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 2  

Pride and Prejudice Extract  

The park was very large, and contained great variety of ground. They 
entered it in one of its lowest points, and drove for some time through a 
beautiful wood stretching over a wide extent.  

Elizabeth's mind was too full for conversation, but she saw and admired 
every remarkable spot and point of view. They gradually ascended for 
half-a-mile, and then found themselves at the top of a considerable 
eminence, where the wood ceased, and the eye was instantly caught by 
Pemberley House, situated on the opposite side of a valley, into which 
the road with some abruptness wound. It was a large, handsome stone 
building, standing well on rising ground, and backed by a ridge of high 
woody hills; and in front, a stream of some natural importance was 
swelled into greater, but without any artificial appearance. Its banks 
were neither formal nor falsely adorned. Elizabeth was delighted. She 
had never seen a place for which nature had done more, or where 
natural beauty had been so little counteracted by an awkward taste. 
They were all of them warm in their admiration; and at that moment she 
felt that to be mistress of Pemberley might be something!  

 

How does the writer use language here to present setting? 

You could include the writer’s choice of: 

• words and phrases  

• language features and techniques  

• sentence forms 
Spend 15 minutes on this question. 

[8 Marks] 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 2  

Ministry of Fear Extract 

 

He came to these fe�tes every year with an odd feeling of excitement - as if 
anything might happen, as if the familiar pattern of life that afternoon might 
be altered for ever. The band beat in the warm late sunlight, the brass 
quivered like haze, and the faces of strange young women would get mixed 
up with Mrs Troup, who kept the general store and post office, Miss Savage 
the Sunday School teacher, the publicans' and the clergy's wives. When he 
was a child he would follow his mother round the stalls - the baby clothes, the 
pink woollies, the art pottery, and always last and best the white elephants.  

It was always as though there might be discovered on the white elephant stall 
some magic ring which would give three wishes or the heart's desire, but the 
odd thing was that when he went home that night with only a second-hand 
copy of The Little Duke, by Charlotte M. Yonge, or an out-of-date atlas 
advertising Mazawattee tea, he felt no disappointment: he carried with him 
the sound of brass, the sense of glory, of a future that would be braver than 
today.  

Explain how the writer, Graham Greene, uses language to present the 
experience of going to the fe ̂te?  

You could include the writer’s choice of:  

• words and phrases  
• language features and techniques  
• sentence forms  

Spend 15 minutes on this question.  

[8 Marks]  
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 3 
 

You now need to think about the whole of the Lord of The Flies extract.  

 

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

 

 

You could write about: 

 

 

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning. 
 

• How and why the writer changes this focus as the extract devel-
ops. 

 

• Any other structural features that interest you. 
 

 

[8 Marks] 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 
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….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 
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…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 
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…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 3 
 

Refer to the Pride and Prejudice extract.  

You now need to think about the whole of the extract.  

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  

You could write about:  

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning. 
• How and why the writer changes this focus as the extract devel-

ops.  
• Any other structural features that interest you.  

 

[8 Marks]  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 3 

 

Refer to the Ministry of Fear extract.  

You now need to think about the whole of the extract.  

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  

You could write about:  

 

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning. 
• How and why the writer changes this focus as the extract develops.  

•  Any other structural features that interest you.  

[8 Marks]  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…….…………………………………………………………………………………………...……

….………………………………………………………………………………………………...… 
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Language Paper 1: Question 3 

Of Mice and Men Extract 

For a moment the place was lifeless, and then two men emerged from the 
path and came into the opening by the green pool.  

They had walked in single file down the path, and even in the open one 
stayed behind the other. Both were dressed in denim trousers and in denim 
coats with brass buttons. Both wore black, shapeless hats and both carried 
tight blanket rolls slung over their shoulders. The first man was small and 
quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, strong features. Every part of 
him was defined: small, strong hands, slender arms, a thin and bony nose. 
Behind him walked his opposite, a huge man, shapeless of face, with large, 
pale eyes, and wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his 
feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.  

His arms did not swing at his sides, but hung loosely. The first man stopped 
short in the clearing, and the follower nearly ran over him. He took off his hat 
and wiped the sweat-band with his forefinger and snapped the moisture off. 
His huge companion dropped his blankets and flung himself down and drank 
from the surface of the green pool; drank with long gulps, snorting into the 
water like a horse. The small man stepped nervously beside him.  

"Lennie!" he said sharply. "Lennie, for God' sakes don't drink so much." 
Lennie continued to snort into the pool. The small man leaned over and 
shook him by the shoulder. "Lennie. You gonna be sick like you was last 
night."  
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Lennie dipped his whole head under, hat and all, and then he sat up on the 
bank and his hat dripped down on his blue coat and ran down his back. 
"That's good," he said. "You drink some, George. You take a good big 
drink." He smiled happily. George unslung his bindle and dropped it gently 
on the bank. "I ain't sure it's good water," he said. "Looks kinda scummy.”  

Lennie dabbled his big paw in the water and wiggled his fingers so the water 
arose in little splashes; rings widened across the pool to the other side and 
came back again. Lennie watched them go. "Look, George. Look what I 
done."  

George knelt beside the pool and drank from his hand with quick scoops. 
"Tastes all right," he admitted. "Don't really seem to be running, though. 
You never oughta drink water when it ain't running, Lennie," he said 
hopelessly. "You'd drink out of a gutter if you was thirsty."  

He threw a scoop of water into his face and rubbed it about with his hand, 
under his chin and around the back of his neck. Then he replaced his hat, 
pushed himself back from the river, drew up his knees and embraced them. 
Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly. He pushed himself 
back, drew up his knees, embraced them, looked over to George to see 
whether he had it just right. He pulled his hat down a little more over his 
eyes, the way George's hat was. 
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Refer to the Of Mice and Men Extract.   

Question 3  

You now need to think about the whole of the extract.  

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  

You could write about:  

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning. 
• How and why the writer changes this focus as the extract develops.  

• Any other structural features that interest you.  

[8 Marks]  
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Language Paper 1: Question 4 
 

Refer to the Lord of The Flies extract. 

 
 

A student, having read the extract commented: “This extract really 
shows how cruel people can truly be.” 

 

To what extent do you agree? In your response, you could: 

 

• Consider your own impressions of how violence is represented.  

• Evaluate how the writer describes the boys.  

• Support your opinions with quotations from the text.   
 

[20 marks] 
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Language Paper 1: Question 4 
Refer to the Pride and Prejudice extract. 

A student, having read the extract commented: “Elizabeth Bennett 
should be glad she escaped having to live in Pemberley House as it 
seems full of strict rules and posh and pretentious”.  

To what extent do you agree? In your response, you could:  

• Consider your own impressions of how Elizabeth Bennett feels.  
• Evaluate how the writer creates the atmosphere.  
• Support your opinions with quotations from the text.    

[20 marks]  
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Language Paper 1: Question 4 
 

Refer to the Ministry of Fear extract. 

Question 4  

A student, having read the extract commented: “Arthur Rowe Enjoys the 
community spirit of the fe ̂te and will always look back fondly on his 
childhood.”  

To what extent do you agree? In your response, you could:  

• Consider your own impressions of how Arthur Rowe feels.  

• Evaluate how the writer creates the atmosphere. 

• Support your opinions with quotations from the text.      

[20 marks]  
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Refer to the Of Mice and Men extract. 

Question 4  

Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source from 
paragraph 4 until the end. A student reading this said ‘George almost 
behaves like a parent to Lennie’.  

 

To what extent do you agree? In your response, you could:  

 

• consider your own impressions of George and Lennie  

• evaluate how the writer shows George and Lennie 
• support your response with references to the text.   

[20 marks]  
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