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A Christmas Carol 

This pack covers context, plot outline, character and theme analysis, together with some 
exam style questions and answers.   

This booklet contains:   

• Suggested teaching order 
• Learning objectives for each session 
• Questions or activities that tutors could use in their sessions  
• A worksheet for each session  
• Exam style questions 

 

Suggested Teaching Order and Learning Objectives 

Lesson Focus Learning Objectives  
1 Plot Overview & 

Context 
To consolidate understanding of the plots and detail 
key events. 
To be able to show an understanding of the 
relationships between the text and context in which it 
was written  

2 Ebenezer Scrooge  To be able to identify key characteristics and analyse 
quotes linked to the character. 

3 Jacob Marley To be able to develop an informed response to Jacob 
Marley and make connections between this character 
and key themes.  

4 The Three Spirits To be able to analyse the language used by the three 
spirits in the novel.  
To be able to identify key events that link the three 
spirits to Scrooge’s redemption. 

5 The Cratchit Family To be able to identify key events in the novel linked 
to the Cratchit family 
To be able to  analyse language used by the writer to 
create meanings and effects.  

6 Minor Characters To be able to identify the key events linked to minor 
characters and analyse how they link to the main 
characters. 

7 Theme: Christmas 
Spirit 

To be able to use textual references to show an 
understanding of the theme and develop 
interpretations.   

8 Theme: Poverty & 
Social Responsibility 

To be able to be able to link key events from this 
theme to the historical context in which the text was 
written. 

9 Theme: Family To be able to highlight the key characters linked to 
this theme and analyse relevant textual detail to form 
a strong interpretation.  

10 Theme: Redemption To be able to link the theme to characters and key 
events in the novel, developing an informed response 
to the theme.  
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Suggested Questions for Discussion and/or Activities 

 

 

 

 

Lesson  Questions/ Activities  
1 • Can you sum up each stave in five bullet points? Only use the most important. 

• For each stave, list at least two contextual points you could link. 
• To what extent does Dickens show a true depiction of 19th century society? 

2 • Create a list of adjectives to describe Scrooge 
• Select three quotes about Scrooge and annotate them, analysing use of language, 

form and structure. 
• To what extent can the reader feel sympathy for Scrooge? Use quotes/events from 

the novel to back up what you are saying. Write as an analytical paragraph 
(PEE/PETAL/PETER etc) 

3 • In what stave does Marley first appear? 
• How does Dickens characterise Marley in the novel? Use quotes to back up your in-

terpretations. 
• What contextual information can you link to Marley? 

4 • How does Dickens use language to describe the ghost of Christmas past? 
• How does Dickens use language to describe the ghost of Christmas present? 
• How does Dickens use language to describe the ghost of Christmas yet to come? 

(Use quotations to back up your interpretations and link to relevant contextual 
information where possible) 

5 • Which characters make up the Cratchit family? 
• Which family member do we meet first and how is he portrayed? 
• What theme(s) could you link to the Cratchit family?  
• What does the Cratchit family tell us about poverty in the 19th century? 

6 •  Create a list of minor characters in the novel (these should be characters who make 
a significant impact to Scrooge or others, but don’t appear regularly in the novel) 

• How do the minor characters help in Scrooge’s redemption? 
• Why is Belle (Scrooge’s fiancé) an important minor character? 
• What theme(s) does Scrooge’s nephew Fred represent and why? 

7 • List three characters that link to this theme. 
• List three key events that link to this theme. 
• What contextual information can you link to this theme?  

8 • Which characters represent this theme? 
• What are the main events in the novel which link to this theme? 
• List and annotate three quotes you could use if responding to this theme in the 

exam 
9 • List three characters that link to this theme. 

• List three key events that link to this theme. 
• What contextual information can you link to this theme? 

10 • Which characters represent this theme? 
• What are the main events in the novel which link to this theme? 
• List and annotate three quotes you could use if responding to this theme in the 

exam 
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Stave One Stave Two  

Stave Three Stave Four 

Stave Five 

Plot Overview Worksheet 
Briefly explain the key events from each stave. 
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Context Worksheet 

 
The play is set in which era? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

What key historical events were happening during this era? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………….……………………………………………………………
……..……………………………………………………………………….….………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………….…………………………….…………………………….……… 
 
 

How is the novel inspired by real life events? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………..………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………….……………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…..……………………………………………………………………….……………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………….…………………………….………………….. 
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How was Christmas celebrated during the Victorian Era by different social classes? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
How accurate is Dickens in his historical recollections? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………….…………………………….………………………. 
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Scrooge Worksheet 

 
How would you describe Scrooge’s appearance? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How is Scrooge representative of the Victorian gentleman? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

How does Dickens convey Scrooge as an outsider? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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“Scrooge has a genuine change of heart” Explain why you agree/disagree. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Is it possible that Scrooge imagined the three spirits out of his own guilt? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Jacob Marley Worksheet 

 
What is Marley’s role in the novel? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What stave does Marley appear in and how does Dickens describe him? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What theme(s) could you link to Marley? Explain why.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

“Without Marley’s appearance in the novel, Scrooge would have never changed his 
outlook on life.” Explain why you agree/disagree. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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The Three Sprits Worksheet 

 
List the three spirits by name and the stave in which they appear.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

List and annotate a key quote for each spirit. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Which theme(s) do the spirits link to? Explain your answers.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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In your opinion, which spirit had the most impact on Scrooge and why? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

To what extent can you argue that the spirits weren’t real?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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The Cratchit Family Worksheet 

 
Which theme(s) can you link to the Cratchit Family? Explain your answers.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

What stave do the Cratchit’s appear as a whole family – give quote to support. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

In your opinion, which Cratchit family member had the most impact on Scrooge and 
why? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Minor Characters Worksheet 
 

 

 

 

 Explain how this character is important to the plot and how 
they are linked to Scrooge’s redemption. 

Fred  

Charity Workers  

Mr Fezziwig  

Belle  

Fred  

Charity Workers  

Mr Fezziwig  

Belle  
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Who do you think is the most important minor character? Briefly explain why. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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A Christmas Carol 

Theme: Christmas Spirit  
 

 

List at least three characters you would 
link to this theme: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For each character/event, what quote 
could you use that ties in with the 

theme? Circle key words and annotate 
your interpretations. 

 

List at least three key events you would 
link to this theme: 
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Theme: Poverty & Social Responsibility 

 

 

 

 

 

What does poverty & social 
responsibility mean? What contextual 

links could you make? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For each character/event, what quote 
could you use that ties in with the 

theme? Circle key words and annotate 
your interpretations. 

 

List at least three characters you would 
link to this theme: 

 
 
 

List at least three key events you would 
link to this theme: 
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Theme: Family  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List at least three characters you would 
link to this theme: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For each character/event, what quote 
could you use that ties in with the 

theme? Circle key words and annotate 
your interpretations. 

 

List at least three key events you would 
link to this theme: 
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Theme: Redemption  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does redemption mean? Why 
would Dickens be keen to explore this 

theme? 

 
 

 
 
 

For each character/event, what quote 
could you use that ties in with the 

theme? Circle key words and annotate 
your interpretations. 

 

List at least three characters you would 
link to this theme: (this could include 
characters that help Scrooge on his 

path to redemption) 

 
 
List at least three key events you would 

link to this theme: 
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A Christmas Carol – Exam Style Question 

This extract is from Stave One, when Fred visits Scrooge.  

"A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!" cried a cheerful voice. It was the voice of 
Scrooge's nephew, who came upon him so quickly that this was the first intimation he had 
of his approach. "Bah!" said Scrooge, "Humbug!" He had so heated himself with rapid 
walking in the fog and frost, this nephew of Scrooge's, that he was all in a glow; his face 
was ruddy and handsome; his eyes sparkled, and his breath smoked again. "Christmas a 
humbug, uncle!" said Scrooge's nephew. "You don't mean that, I am sure." "I do," said 
Scrooge. "Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry? What reason have you to be 
merry? You're poor enough." "Come, then," returned the nephew gaily. "What right have 
you to be dismal? What reason have you to be morose? You're rich enough." Scrooge hav-
ing no better answer ready on the spur of the moment, said "Bah!" again; and followed it 
up with "Humbug." "Don't be cross, uncle!" said the nephew. "What else can I be," re-
turned the uncle, "when I live in such a world of fools as this? Merry Christmas! Out upon 
merry Christmas! What's Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills without money; a 
time for finding yourself a year older, but not an hour richer; a time for balancing your 
books and having every item in 'em through a round dozen of months presented dead 
against you? If I could work my will," said Scrooge indignantly, "every idiot who goes about 
with 'Merry Christmas' on his lips, should be boiled with his own pudding, and buried with a 
stake of holly through his heart. He should!" "Uncle!" pleaded the nephew. "Nephew!" re-
turned the uncle, sternly, "keep Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in mine." 
"Keep it!" repeated Scrooge's nephew. "But you don't keep it." "Let me leave it alone, 
then," said Scrooge. "Much good may it do you! Much good it has ever done you!" "There 
are many things from which I might have derived good, by which I have not profited, I dare 
say," returned the nephew. "Christmas among the rest. But I am sure I have always thought 
of Christmas time, when it has come round -- apart from the veneration due to its sacred 
name and origin, if anything belonging to it can be apart from that -- as a good time: a 
kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time: the only time I know of, in the long calendar of the 
year, when men and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and 
to think of people below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not 
another race of creatures bound on other journeys. And therefore, uncle, though it has 
never put a scrap of gold or silver in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good, and will 
do me good; and I say, God bless it!"  

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present the theme of charity and Christmas 
Spirit?  

Write about:  

• How Dickens presents the theme of charity and Christmas spirit in this extract  

• How Dickens presents the theme of charity and Christmas spirit in the novel as a whole.  
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[30 marks] 

Tip: You can focus on some of the key quotations which have been underlined! 

 

Grade 5 Example Paragraph 

Christmas Spirit is shown in this extract through Scrooge’s nephew. His jolly and happy 
greeting of ‘A merry Christmas, uncle!’ at the start shows that he feels it is a joyful and 
exciting time. Even though Scrooge is very distant and grumpy towards him, Fred 
disregards his uncle’s negative attitude and stands up for Christmas, describing it positively 
as  a ‘good time: a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time’. This list of adjectives shows 
just how wonderful Christmas can be, It is a time to forget anger and arguments and a time 
to be helpful and caring towards the people around you, especially the poor. The 
celebration of Christmas was becoming increasingly popular in Victorian England and 
Fred’s attitude reflects this.  

 

Grade 9 Example Paragraph 

Fred indicates to Scrooge that Christmas time is linked to both spiritual joy, physical 
enjoyment and a time of increased camaraderie and love. He reminds Scrooge that it is a 
holiday honouring a central event in Christianity through the noun ‘veneration’ as the one to 
be venerated is Christ. This spiritual and religious event provides an example of meekness, 
humility and brotherly love as Christ was incarnate as one of the poorest and humblest of 
humans, being born in a stable and being visited by some of the most marginalised 
members of his society; shepherds who spent most of their time in manual labour with 
animals. Fred states that it is a time to be ‘kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant’. This 
enumeration of qualifiers encapsulates Dickens’ hope that the celebration of Christmas 
could be a way to overcome the huge social and economic divide between the very affluent 
upper classes and the oppressed and miserable lower, working classes. He had become 
increasingly agitated by the exploitation of the poor as the Industrial Revolution progressed 
throughout the Victorian Era and was encouraging social responsibility and awareness 
through his novel.  

 

 


