
Macbeth Act Three Overview 
 

The act opens on Banquo revealing his inner thoughts to the audience: that he is very 

suspicious of Macbeth, he still believes that the witches are correct about his 

descendants becoming King, and his ambition won’t stop fate taking its course. 

Similarly, Macbeth’s soliloquy also shows his inner most thoughts – his however is that 

his opinion on murder has changed. He has decided to kill Banquo and it now seems 

an easy act for him to do. In saying this, he has to hire people to do it for him as his 

friendship with Banquo makes it difficult for Macbeth. This also shows the difference in 

the current disloyal and spineless Macbeth, and the “valiant” and “brave” Macbeth we 

saw at the start of the play. 

 

The Macbeths feel uneasy and unsure about their royal position, and their relationship 

together because Macbeth doesn’t tell Lady Macbeth about his plans to kill Banquo. 

This could be to protect her from the guilt they’re already experiencing about Duncan’s 

death, but this is never confirmed. This unsettled tone is furthered by the animal 

imagery used which emphasises Macbeth’s insecurity and paranoia. From this, 

audiences and characters alike become unsure of Macbeth and don’t trust him. 

After Macbeth added a third murderer, Banquo is killed (shown by his light going 

out). Fleance escapes – just as the witches predicted. Thinking that both Banquo and 

Fleance are being dealt with, Macbeth rejoices and hosts a feast. The feast is ruined 

when one of the murderers reveals that Fleance is still alive. Macbeth is trapped by 

his secret and the potential of it coming out. As Macbeth learns of Banquo’s death 

and Fleance’s escape, Banquo’s ghost appears only to Macbeth showing his guilt and 

anxiety. The ghost sits on Macbeth’s throne, serving to remind him of the Witches’ 

prophecy that Banquo’s descendants would be King. Macbeth’s strange behaviour 

lead Lady Macbeth to take control and pretend that he is unwell, and she privately 

questions his masculinity again. Macbeth’s downfall is beginning to seem inevitable. 

 

In Act Three Scene Five, the Witches are told off by Hecate who is annoyed at their 

involvement with Macbeth without her. They then plan to trick Macbeth into false 

confidence, ensuring that the natural order will remain in chaos. The minor characters 

reveal that Macduff has raised an army against Macbeth. Additionally, Macbeth’s 

secret murders are becoming public speculation as Lennox suspects Macbeth’s 

involvement, but is careful not to reveal his suspicions until his speech where he clears 

Malcolm and Donalbain’s names and demands the English courts free Malcolm. 

Audiences are left to question how far Macbeth will get before he will be stopped 

and inevitably killed. 
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