
Macbeth Act One Overview 

 
The play opens on the Witches with thunder and lightning. This instantly scares the Jacobean 

audience because it's mysterious, their purpose is undetermined, and the Jacobean's 

strongly disagreed with everything linked with witchcraft. Their rhyming then confirms their 

importance which has been suggested by the play opening on them. It also reinforces an 

unnatural and evil aspect about the characters, alarming the Jacobean audience. 

 

This eerie opening is contrasted with the brutal atmosphere created by the news of Banquo 

and Macbeth leading the Scottish army in battle against Norway and Ireland. From this, a 

violent mood is set that lasts for the entirety of the play. Macbeth is introduced by being 

described as "valiant" and "brave" which presents him as a war hero and wins the Jacobean 

audience over immediately. 

 

In Scene 3 the thunder repeats as the Witches reappear therefore connoting chaos, danger, 

and a change in natural order. The Witches make three predictions and vanish. Macbeth's 

first line "So foul and fair a day I have not seen" immediately links him with the supernatural 

Witches who earlier chanted "Foul is fair and fair is foul." 

 

The Witches first predict: 

 

1.  Macbeth will be made Thane of Cawdor. 

2.  Macbeth will be made King soon. 
3.  Banquo won't become King, but his descendants will. 
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After seeing the Witches, Banquo questions his sanity, recognising the evil in the Witches 

and their manipulating power. As a result, Banquo refuses to be deceived by them. 

Macbeth on the other hand is spellbound and scared by what he has seen. Primarily, he 

is excited by the ambition they awake in him. When he is made Thane of Cawdor he 

completely trusts the Witches and thus his downfall begins. 

 

In Scene 5, Lady Macbeth is introduced by reading a letter from Macbeth about the 

prophecies made by the Witches. She voices her opinions which shows the audience 

that she is not the stereotypical Jacobean wife. She knows she will have to convince her 

husband to kill King Duncan, but she has no doubts about killing Duncan to become 

Queen. Her use of imperatives connect her to the Witches and therefore evil and 

unnatural spirits. We see her and Macbeth together for the first time and they are both 

nervous and rushed - clearly keen to discuss Duncan's murder without being caught or 

interrupted. 

 

We see the falseness of the couple as they flatter Duncan when he stays with them. The 

seventh scene sees Macbeth debating whether he should kill Duncan but Lady Macbeth 

convinces him to do so by questioning his masculinity. She also rejects her femininity by 

announcing that she would kill her own child - showing her evil, remorselessness, and 

wild behaviour as a Jacobean wife. 
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