
Macbeth Act Four Overview 

 
Act Four, much like Act One, opens on the Witches casting their famous “double, 

double toil and trouble” spell as they mix body parts in their cauldron. When Macbeth 

comes in they flatter him as an act of false obedience in order to take advantage of his 

hamartia - his ambition for power. 

 

The witches again make three predictions: 

 

1. Beware of Macduff. 

2. No one born from a woman can harm him. 

3. Macbeth will be safe until Birnam Wood moves to Dunsinane Hill. 

 
Macbeth takes the Witches’ predictions at face value and therefore leaves feeling 
confident and secure – just as they intended. Macbeth is still unsure about the Witches’ 
prediction about Banquo and so they show him a vision of Banquo’s descendants. This 
makes him angry, so angry in fact that he now wants to kill all of Macduff’s family for 
their association. Furthermore, he no longer discusses his murder plans with Lady 
Macbeth showing his drastic change in character since the first act in the play. 

 

Lady Macduff is scared as Macduff has ran away, leaving her to protect their castle and 

children. Her fear represents the fear of the nation being ruled by Macbeth as Scotland 

had already turned chaotic and immoral. The murderer enters and brutally stabs Lady 

Macduff’s son, interrupting his intimate conversation with his mother. This murder can 

reveal a lot about the Macbeths. Firstly, the bond between Lady Macduff and her son 

contrasts Lady Macbeth who claims she would’ve “dashed the brains out” of her own 

child. Secondly,  the words the murderer uses to emphasise how young the Macduff 

son is, alongside the fact that it happens on stage, shows how brutal Macbeth has 

become as he kills anyone without remorse. However, one thing stays the same: 

Macbeth is still too much of a coward to do it himself. 
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As his wife and son are being murdered, Macduff was in England trying to convince 

Malcolm to raise an army against Macbeth. Malcolm doesn’t trust Macduff, as a result 

of the fear Macbeth had created amongst his people. Malcolm in fact believes that 

Macduff must be supporting Macbeth as (to his knowledge) his family hadn’t been 

harmed, creating dramatic irony as the audience are aware of how wrong Malcolm is. 

Malcolm tests Macduff’s loyalty and sees that Macduff is loyal to Scotland.  

 

After great reluctance, Rosse tells Macduff was has happened to his family creating a 

dramatic and emotional moment on stage. Macduff grieves obviously and resorts to 

short sentences and rhetorical questions, showing his shock. This is the turning point 

and the main motivation for Macduff to seek revenge against Macbeth. 
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