
 

 

 
 
  

 

"Fair is foul, and foul is fair; Hover through the fog and filthy air." Act 1, Scene 1  

Explanation: This quote takes place in the opening scene of the play as the Witches 
anticipate their meeting with Macbeth and Banquo. The quote indicates that not is all 
that it seems. When the Witches say, "fair is foul, and foul is fair", they mean that 
what seems good is in fact wrong and what is bad is in fact good. This idea 
illustrates that good and evil occurrences can easily be mistaken for one another, a 
theme that is inherent throughout the play. 

In addition to this, the terms "foul" and "fair" could be a reference to the witches. The 
Witches being supernatural, may be perceived as "foul" but they are in fact "fair" 
since their prophecies materialised with Macbeth becoming King. The fog and "filthy 
air" suggest that the senses of the characters will be influenced and that they will be 
able unable to tell what is good and evil. 

 

"By the pricking of my thumbs, something wicked this way comes." Act 4, Scene 1 

Explanation: As the Witches are gathered together preparing a mixture in a 
cauldron, they're giving enchantments. The second Witch gives this quote, 
announcing that she feels that evil is on the way. This quote confirms the 
supernatural nature of the Witches since the second Witch is able to tell that 
something evil is going to occur in the near future just by her senses. 

Furthermore, the Witches are never the active agent in the evil deeds that take place 
but are merely observers that comment on proceedings, thus acting as a narrator for 
the characters in the play. Therefore, while many of the characters see the Witches 
as supernatural and evil characters, they do not interfere and force Macbeth to do 
anything evil but just watch as fate unfolds. The comment from the second Witch 
illustrates that the "wicked" or evil thing that will take place will be attributed to 
Macbeth and that while their prophecy regarding Macbeth was correct, it wasn't the 
prophecy that caused him to carry out such evil deeds but rather his own 
wickedness. 
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"Macbeth shall never vanquished be until Great Birnam Wood to high 
Dunsinane Hill shall come against him." Act 4, Scene 1 

Explanation: 

The supernatural ability of the Witches is once again show here, whereby 
they predict that Macbeth won't be defeated unless Birnam Wood moves to 
fight him at Dunsinane Hill. This seems like an entirely impossible event, yet 
in Act 5, Scene 4 Malcom instructs his army to remove the branches from the 
trees at Birnam Wood and march with them. Malcom is unaware of the 
prophecy and is merely doing this to disguise his army and give Macbeth's 
spies inaccurate reports. 

Macbeth is so arrogant that he believes that he is untouchable upon hearing 
the Witches' prophecy, due to the unlikelihood of his downfall, and he does 
little to challenge any event that takes place because it is simply the fulfilment 
of the Witches' prophecy. Consequently, Macbeth's reliance on the Witches' 
prophecy shows that as a character he is unable to act autonomously and is 
heavily influenced by others around him, meaning that he is unable to carve 
his own destiny.  

 


